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Generally speaking, the most widely advertised are 
the most commonly used articles of household neces- 
sity. This broad statement had direct proof in an 
investigation conducted by The Sunday School Times 
among its :eaders, subject, however, to the very im-* 
portant element of quality. For it was seen that 
quality itself with these readers is a kind of progress- 
ive advertisement, growing in power with the years. 
Frequent announcement, backed by quality, multi- 
plies the kind of sales that seller and buyer like. 
Whether buyer or seller, the advertising columns of 
this paper are of interest to you, 











Influence 
By Minnie Leona Upton 


OT only for that word which swerved a life 
Uncertain at the parting of the ways, 
But for that silence with deep meaning rife, 
Shall I at last receive His blame, or praise. 
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Do you know Content Patterson? An announce- 
ment of extraordinary interest, on page 555, will tell 
you more about her. See also the promise of page 558. 


ee 





Christ Our Past 


What Christ can do for our future depends upon 
what he can do with our past. And what he can do 
with our past is perhaps the greatest miracle of his 
work for us. For he is able to make our past as 
though it had not been. When our Lord takes us into 
himself, it means that he literally surrounds us with 
his infinite presence. He is above us, he is below 
We are 


us, he is before us, and he is back of us. 


hid with him in God, He puts all that he is between 
us and.all that would harm us. All the uncountable 
past sins of our life he has taken into himself. Be- 
cause they could indeed destroy us he has forever 
done away with them ; they are gone, obliterated, an- 
nihilated. Christ's own eternal life, which has been 
lived in sinlessness and holiness from betore the be- 
ginning of time, is now our life ; therefore spiritually 
we have that holy life of his for our past as well as 
for our present and our future. All this is a mystery, 
but it is a very blessed and glorious reality ; and it 
suggests how utterly Christ himself forgets and en- 
ables us to forget our sinful past which is blotted out 
by his redeeming love. He ‘‘calleth the things that 
are not as though they were.’’ Our past is not sin- 
less : he calls it as though it were. He empowers us 
to live as free from the power of sin to-day as though 
our own past had been arecord of unbroken triumph. 
Says F. W. Ainley, of the Keswick Convention : 
‘*From the moment that a man turns with full pur- 
pose of heart to the Lord, he is enabled to do God's 
will as truly as if he had never failed.’” Perhaps we 
have been fearing the poisoning, enervating, disaster- 
working power of our past sinful life, which thus cast 
its blight upon our present and promised to continue 
its blight through our future. But if we have entered 
into Christ as our whole life, and remember that his 
life stretches unbroken throug]: eternity, we may now, 
looking back, see only Christ where our past once 
was; and we have then as our past, present, and 
future just Jesus Christ and his holy omnipotence. 


ax 
The Sudden Change 


Unexpected and startling reversal of our plans is 
one of our privileges in the Christian life. When we 
or others need a blessing that can be accomplished 
only by such a change, God does not hesitate to bring 
that blessing to pass. Therefore in the life yielded 
to him every plan of ours is, as has been well said, 
‘*subject to change without notice.’’ For it is not 
necessary that we should have advance notice of 
these changes ; God has known of them long enough 


in advance to arrange everything securely. Even 
when the new situation fairly takes our breath away 
by its unexpectecdness, and when it looks as though it 
could not be for the best, let us remember his faith- 
fulness, his omniscience, his love, and his sufficiency. 
«¢ Change without notice’ need never mean change 
without blessing. 
ax 


God’s Opportunities 

‘«QOur prayers are God's opportunities."" In or- 
daining prayer God has evidently chosen so to limit 
himself that our prayers permit him to do what he 
could not otherwise do. He wants to reach that 
friend of yours as he has not yet been able to do. 
Your faith-filled, persistent, loving prayer for that 
friend will give God his opportunity. Are you making 
the opening that God longs for? How his heart must 
leap when the opportunities come pouring in to him ! 
Unfaithful as we may have been, God has never been 
unfaithful to a single opening that a prayer of one of 
his children has offered him. When we are tempted 
to wish that more opportunities would come our way, 
let us ask ourselves whether we are sending opportu- 
nities God's way. 


mx 
Running Ahead 


It is easy to miss God's plans by hurrying after 
them too fast. A business man, on his way from his 
suburban home to his office, was very desirous of 
seeing another man on an important matter ; and he 
knew that that man was likely to be on a certain ferry 
boat. Hurrying for the boat lest he miss his man, 
he was stopped on his way by the man himself, who 
had been quietly waiting for him. His eagerness to 
catch that boat was carrying him past the very man 
he wanted to see. Our eagerness to work out God's 
plans doubtless often makes it difficult for him to 
keep us in touch with those plans, It is sometimes a 
duty to move swiftly ; but even then let us be sensi- 
tively alert that our swiftness shall not cause us to 
miss the goal that God has set. 
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Is Happiness a Duty? 


N HIS beautiful book on the Beatitudes, Percy 
Ainsworth, the young English preacher who came 
to his fame and largest influence after his death, 

said that he should frankly translate Christ's word 
‘**blessed’’ as having for its nearest meaning the word 
‘thappy.’’ Many of us are at a loss to know just 
whether the Christian has a right to seek for happiness 
or not. The dangers connected with a too zealous 
pursuit of it are well known, the disappointments which 
ensue on seeking it in many ways and places have had 
more than justice done to them. And one is almost 
justified in saying of the literature which has happiness 
for its theme that, for the most part, it is rather sol- 
emn reading, and the reader hardly knows at the end 
of it all whether he ought to set a very high value 
upon being happy or make the pursuit of it an end in 
life. 

Again, Christian literature has never been deficient 
in justifying pain and sorrow and discipline, and on 
the whole has perhaps been overcharged with the no- 
ble purpose of justifying their presence in human life. 
But it is just possible that there has been an overpraise 
of sorrow, pain and affliction. It may easily be done ; 
the subject of pain may be over-discussed. Sincere 
and earnest men, determined to do God's will and to 
bear it at any cost, may go too ‘far and get far away 
from the manner of treating it which prevails in the 
words of Christ and the apostles. When a certain re- 
ligious poet says : 





** Shock and strain anu suin are 

Friendlier than the smiling days,’’ 
the rhymth and daring and beauty of the utterance, 
together with some traditional bias toward the idea, 
may lead us into an unreasoning acquiescence in his 
statement. There are people whom happiness has 
spoiled ; but there are also people whom misfortune 
and sorrow have blunted and misshaped. Misery is 
not always remedial, and it may be that the time has 
come for the world to get a fresh statement of the doc- 
trine of happiness. May it not be that we have ac- 
cepted, with too little examination, a long and heavy 
tradition about the value of sorrow, or accepted it in 
such a biased way as to do injustice to God's great 
ministry of joy? 

One can hardly doubt that this world would be a 
better world if there were ten thousand times more 
happiness in it than there is. The mind cannot rest 
satisfied in the contradiction by which we instinctively 
seek it and seek to obtain it for others, and yet are 
taught that it is not a good thing to attain. The fact 
that happiness is so hard to achieve may have been 
attributed to God's plan for things to an unfair degree. 
More of the failure might be laid to our own perverted. 
and infirm natures, There is a certain blitheness in 
the New Testament which is all the time interwoven 
with its quiet acceptance of suffering. If it speaks 
much of pain and travail, it must be said too that it 
speaks of it in a tone and proportion which few other 
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writings ever achieve. We may take away some one 
saying out of its pages and build more than we ought 
upon that. What is more valuable is to get its whole 
atmosphere and its whole bearing upon this matter. 
Professor Denney has well said that when we open the 
New Testament we are introduced at once into the 
presence of a glowing life, and that fact must show 
us that when our lives have fallen into perpetual 
heaviness they have also fallen away from the Chris- 
tian ideal. 

We may well believe that happiness is God's pur- 
pose for every one of us. We may believe too that 
much of the evil that we do is done because our spirits 
have been jarred and disturbed. ‘All the worst 
things I did last week,’’ said Charles Kingsley, ‘I 
did because I was unhappy.’’ There is much to be 
said for the proposition that happiness comes as the 
result of well-doing, but almost as much for the pro- 
position that a good degree of happiness begets and 
promotes our best work. 

Happiness would seem to be the true and natural 
reaction of the human soul toward God's influence. 
With all that the Gospel has to say about joy we ought 
to look for a full measure of it as a mark of the Chris- 
tian life. It is true we are often told that Christian 
joy isa finer and purer thing than what we are wont 
to call happiness, but surely we do not need to draw a 
line so sharp as utterly to mark off the Christian joy 
from all that commoner joy which the human heart 
craves by its very nature. 

When our lives have become, for any reason, pre- 
vailingly sad or morose or unhappy, when such a state 
has spread over all our faculties and our work, let us 
believe that a clear spiritual issue. is before the soul. 
It is not seeking any luxury of devotion for us to ask 
God that this state may be changed. We are not to 
be irresolute about this matter. It is important. Our 
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unhappy state of mind is a peril and weakness. We 
are not to count it wholly as discipline. It may undo 
much of all the best that is in us. We cannot control 
our own spirits by mere willing. Our inner life is 
more than a match for us without divine help. We 
are not equal to creating our own happiness, and, if 
we have any worthy the name, it must come to us by 
God's assistance. Without it our best work can never 
be done. All earnest souls will bear their share un- 
complainingly of the ups and downs of feelings and 
make light of them, but when the whole life is tinged 
with melancholy and heaviness and unhappiness, that 
is surely something to be taken before God. 

If then such an experience has come to us and for 
months the spirit has-been overspread with care and 
pain and disappointment, we ought to make it an is- 
sue in prayer until a new spirit pervades our whole 
life. Neither let us pitch our requests too low, but ask 
for the clean opposite of our present spirit in a genu- 
ine and even exuberant happiness. From heathen 
men downward there has always been a taint in human 
nature persisting on even into the Christian life which 
makes us fear that God grudges our joy. He is far 
more likely to be jealous of our sadness and all those 
moods of distrust which so effectually banish his spirit. 
Christ wondered that men would so tamely permit 
their joy and peace te be taken away from them. 

For some of us who have given way, and given way 
until at length a bad spirit has settled over our lives, 
it will need a determined and resolute campaign to get 
back that lightness of heart and brightness of feeling 
which we have lost. It may need a persistent prayer 
campaign. Like the Psalmist, we shall have to say 
‘*l will be glad.’’ And we can be, in Him that 
strengtheneth us, as we realize who our Saviour is, and 
trust him to work even this miracle of living in us so 
fully that his own joy is in us, and our joy is made full. 





Can We Count on Christ 
for Money Needs? 


Are we really to look to our Lord Jesus Christ for 


everything that we need? Did Paul mean to be 
taken literally when he declared (Phil. 4: 19), ‘* My 
God shall supply every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus’? ? If we may take 
this at its face value it makes of life a very simple 
thing. A reader in Kansas writes : 


In The Sunday School Times of April rr the first editorial 
paragraph gives a quotation from S. D. Gordon: *' He wants us 
to take from Him anything, everything that we need ; and 
whether it be monetary, or physical, or spiritual, he will give 
it to us if we will just claim it.” 

As to monetary needs : doesn’t God usually send the money 
in return for work? If one is working for the kingdom wholly, 
of course he should expect his support from God. Have 
others just the same right? 

When I was a child acertain man of the town often and 
publicly declared he depended on God for everything, and did 
no work whatever for much of the time,—preached now and 
then. His living was pretty poor as commonly reported. 
Was he in the right ? 

Another case. ‘Iwo teachers have to stop teaching, but find 
work that seems the right thing for them, God-sent ; but the 
income barely pays necessary expenses for the work, and for 
clothes, reading matter, etc., they must take from their savings. 
Are they wise to continue? Will they be taken care of in old 
age if they use all their savings while able to work? 

The putting the kingdom frst doesn't necessarily mean 
only, does it? 

When a need arises, and there is money in the bank that 
can be used, though one doesn't want to, is the Lord likely to 
send any other money to meet the need ? 

If one is using all the strength she has, or seems to have, in 
her work, has she a right to crowd ® more work in order to 
earn more money ? 


If the Lord wants her to earn more money, and 
tells her to do this by taking on more work, then she 
has the best of rights to do so, and she has no right 
not todo so. But she must be very sure that she 
knows God's will in the matter. It seems safe to be- 
lieve that God rarely if ever asks any of us to work 
habitually beyond our normal strength. Most over- 
work is wrong. We must be certain that God wants 
us to earn more money, —and God may not wish this ; 
and then we must be certain that the additional money 
is to be earned by crowding in more work, —and God 
may not intend this even if he does call us to larger 
earnings. He may have some other plan that he 
wants us to discover. 

‘*God shall supply every need of yours’’ does not 
necessarily mean that he will do it by dropping 
money from the sky. The truth that our Lord ‘wants 
us to take from him anything, everything that we 





need’’ does not limit him to meeting our needs by 
what we call gifts ; he can meet them just as well by 
what we call earnings : and, as the--inquirer recog- 
nizes, he usually prefers to do it that way. One who 
is ‘‘ working for the kingdom wholly’’ may have all 
his needs supplied by God through, his earnings just 
as truly as one whose work is of another sort. One 
who is engaged in distinctively Christian work has no 
more right or reason to ‘‘expect his support from 
God’ than one whose work is, under God’ s direction, 
chiefly ‘‘secular.’’ Both alike should expect their 
support from God; both should take all they need 
from Christ ; and it may be no less from Him if it 
comes as salary or profits than if it comes as a volun- 
tary offering on a collection plate or in a sealed en- 
velope from an unknown friend. God's supplies 
come through every legitimate channel. 

But let us avoid making, for Christ's followers, any 
distinction between kingdom work and other work. 
Life for all such should be exclusively and wholly 
Christ : to the Christian ‘‘to live is Christ’’; and then 
all that’ one does—or rather all that Christ does 
through one—is kingdom work, for it is done wholly 
and exclusively to the glory of God. When ‘Christ 
is all,’ then the spiritual kingdom of God is not only 
first in our interests but it includes. all our interests. 
We live only for his kingdom ; but we may do many 
so-called secular things as a part of our activity in his 
spiritual kingdom. And all whose lives are hid with 
Christ in God have the same right : they can confi- 
dently claim everything that they need from Christ, 
rejoicing that he will supply every need whether they 
are called of him to run a sewing machine or teach 
school or build locomotives or shepherd a congrega- 
tion. They are likely to find that his supplies are 
sent to them chiefly as the result of their work,—the 
evangelist earns his bread by his service just as 
directly as the baker ; but God is not limited to their 
earnings : he can send them what they need in other 
ways also, unexpectedly, as he may from time to 
time, 

For any man to say that he depends on God for 
everything and therefore does no work is—if he can 
work—to declare himself in opposition to God’s will 
and Word. The man referred to in the letter may 
have been incorrectly quoted. The Paul who gloried 
in the assurance of God's supply of everything that he 
and other Christians needed saw to it that God’s sup- 
ply of his own money and temporal needs came 
largely through his own hard manual labor. Writing 
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to the Thessalonians he sai! : ‘‘ Neither did we eat 
bread for nought at any man's hand, but in labor and 
travail, working night and day, that we might not 
burden any of you: not because we have not the 
right, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you, 
that ye should imitate us, For even when we were 
with yeu, this we commanded you, If any will not 
work, neither let him eat. For we hear of some that 
walk among you disorderly, that work not at all, but 
are busybodies. Now them that are such we com- 
mand and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that with 
quietness they work, and eat their own bread.’’ Zhai 
is the way in which the Lord would abundantly sup- 
ply the temporal needs of most of us. 

Does God want us to use up our savings? He will 
tell us. He gives us no fixed rule about it. But if 
we and all that we have are wholly his, and if we ask 
him what his will is for us as to this, he will, through 
commonsense or conviction or both, lead us safely. 
To one person he may plainly say, ‘‘ Use up all that 
you now have and trust me to care for the future.’’ 
To another he may say with equal clearness, ‘‘ Do not 
touch what you have laid by. I have need of it 
later’’; and then may send other money, through un- 
expected earnings or an unexpected gift, to care for 
the special need. But he w#// supply all the need, — 
even our need of knowledge as to what we ought to do. 


xx 
To Have Stronger Faith 


It is not strange that we should come to believe 


that above all else we need to have faith of just the 


right sort if our life is to be what it should. The 
Bible centers so much in faith. Many an unsatisfied 
soul is hungering for more faith, and is baffled. in 
weary efforts to get it. What can we do about it? 
Here is an Ohio reader who confesses that lack of 
faith hinders his entering upon a possible life-work in 
Christian service : 


I have a desire to attend The Moody Bible Institute so as 
to prepare for the ministry, but feel that I am too weak a ves- 
sel to take up this work. If I were ta exercise the same faith 
that you did the Lord would make the way plainer to me. I 
wonder if there have been many like me,—having felt the call 
to the ministry, and yet who feel so weak and inefficient that 
they just hesitate ? : ‘ 

Only those who feel weak and inefficient can be 
fully used by the Lord. And it is not the faith. of 
those who are to-day being most mightily used of God 
that is the real secret; it is God's faithfulness. Yet 
faith is indeed a necessary part of the God-used life. 
And what is faith? It is so simple, so entirely within 
the reach of every one, that we miss it. Faith is 
remembering God's faithfulness. And God's faith- 
fulness is the same toward all, It never varies, it 
never falters, it is always omnipotent and incessantly 
at work. 

Do we feel weak and inefficient? God in his faith- 
fulness ‘‘ chose the weak things of the world, that he 
might put to shame the things that are strong.’’ Is 
this Christian who wishes that he had more faith sure, 
this moment, that God is faithful? Is he sure that 
God is wholly faithful to Am? If he is, that is 
enough. And that is faith. God's faithfulness to 
him includes God’s meeting every need of his life. 
God's faithfulness to him now, and moment by mo- 
ment, is just as omnipotent and unfailing as God's 
faithfulness has ever been toward any man who ever 
lived,—Paul, John, Spurgeon, Moody, all the holiest 
saints of all ages, These men were great because they 
knew that they were weak and inefficient, while they 
knew also that God's faithfulness to them was infinite 
and unvarying. 

We can never exercise faith by thinking about faith. 
But if we are sure of God's faithfulness to us, we 
need have no further concern for our faith. 


‘ote 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father: We praise thee for the varied 
and vast wealth thou hast endowed us with,—in the 
world, in the Holy Word, in each other, in our own 

nature, in thyself,—all made known and conveyed to us in 
Jesus Christ by thy Spirit, as an undivided and indivisable 
heritage. Give us grace to enter into this large inheritance 
with ardor and with jov. Disclose to us the riches of the 
Bible. Keep us from dull indifference to the wonders of na- 
ture around us, or to the marvels of thy providence in current 
events. Make us glad in one another. Withal, awaken us 
to the majesty of personal experience and growth through 
thine indwelling Spirit and under thy guiding hand. Gener- 
ate in our breasts the passion and power of sonship. Rescue 
us from slavery to the mean and trivial. Make us tenderly 
sensible of the deep significance of every moment, every en- 
counter, every occurrence, every pain or pleasure. Give us 
the best, and a fixed resolve to achieve the best. Make us 
forces in the Kingdom, and partakers of thine own wisdom, 
usefulness, and satisfaction. 


ee, i 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 (John 3 : 14-21) 
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Surplus Senders Making Mission Lands Glad 


Are you one of the 14,000 who have been gathering up “the fragments 


and more” which for five years the Surplus Material Department has 
been helping American Sunday-schools to pass on to mission lands ? 


By the Rev. Samuel D. Price 





y 





T THE convention of the National Association of 
Waste Material Dealers, held recently, the sec- 
retary’s report showed that the members of the 

association, which is less than a year old, represent 
an investment of more than $700,000,000. This in- 
cludes six general classes of refuse products, —rub- 
ber, metals, paper, cotton, woolen rags and scrap 
iron. Jesus said in one of his parables that ‘*the 
sons of this world are for their own generation wiser 
than the sons of the light."” The Teacher also said, 
‘«Gather up the fragments,’’ and the modern sons of 
this world are busy, though not to obey Christ's 
commands, 

For five years the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion has been asking the missionaries to say that we 
have in the home land fragments and more that can 
be sent to them for a larger and often even better use 
than here. The results are far beyond the first ex- 
pectation of the originators of what was the Waste 
Material Department, but not beyond their faith, for 
at the beginning it was frequently said, ‘‘Only the 
Lord knows how far-reaching this work will grow."’ 
In many respects the results even now read like a ro- 
mance, but with this important addition: they are true. 

Just now isa time of transition, and a few of the 
good things can be told,—and what a joy there is in 
the telling! Hundreds who read this article will at 
once join the ranks of the more than 14,000 who are 
already gathering up the fragments, and make thém- 
selves chaninels of blessings. An article in The Sun- 
day School Times usually means from 1,000 to 1,500 
replies. In January the Executive Committee, Ameti- 
can Section, voted to change the name of this de- 
partment from ‘*Waste'’ to ‘*Surplus’’ Material, 
Then the location of the office of the World*s Asso- 
ciation and that of this Department for Utilizing Sur- 
plus Material was changed from Chitago to ‘216 
Metropolitan... Tower, New York City. The. work. is 
the same, regardless of the name, and daily ‘blessings 
are made to abound both for giver and’ receiver. 

Let the aim be set forth in a. letter from a Methodist 
missionary in India + , 

_ TUTICORIN, INDIA, February 9, 1914. 

We greatly-appreciated Christmas, and the large amount 
of material which had come to hand made it an occasion 
neverto be forgotten. As I could not-be with all our scat- 
tered, flocks at once, I called the Puthur.Circuit together 
at Puthur, and spent ‘three days with them. We had a 
bles-ed time indeed. Their share. of the cards, picture 
rolls and scrap-books alone filled a good-sized box, and 
required two coolies to bring it from Satur Station to 
Puthur, God willing, I shall send you a copy of the min- 
utes of the South India Conference, now in press, in which 
thé Sunday School Committee mentions your work, and 
advises all our missionaries to correspond with you. I sus- 
pect that some of the Indian preachers will also write you. 

Consider the facts. A number of 
Methodists or Sunday-schools were 
given cards of introduction to this 
missionary. Hundreds of packages 
were sent to him, and the share of 
this’ one station was a big ‘two 
coolie’’ box, “Last year more than 
forty’ villages wete’ given Christmas 
cheer by this missionary through the 
co-operation of the Surplus Material 
Department. A missionary in China 
just wrote that when Christmas was 
near they had absolutely nothing for 
the special gift to eacii member of the 
school. Just then a package of Bible 
cards was received from some one here 
in America. Acard was given to each 
Chinese boy and girl, and so they kept 
the anniversary of the Nativity. 

Last October an article about this 
work was printed in The Sunday School 
Times. Dolls were called for. There 
is no way of knowing the exact result, 
but at least five thousand dressed dolls 
were forwarded to mission lands where 
the parcel post system prevails. In 
that same article there was a call for 
pictures for the various leper homes in 
the world. The response made it pos- 
sible to have a number of packages sent ! 
to every known leper home, and the 


nesses to a twofold interest in pictures. 


America. because the 








What They Did With the “ Surplus ” Garments 





Not dolls but live Chinese babies are the eighteen little 
figures in the picture, which was taken last November 
outside the Futsing Women’s Hospital. Each of the 
eight native nurses holds two babies, and the American 
doctor and her assistant care for the other two. The 
little ones would not be so comfortable were it not for 
the kimonos and knit caps sent to them by girls and boys 
in America through the Surplus Material Department of 
the World’s Sunday School Association. 


pictures were distributed at the Christmas season. It 
is not too early to begin your missionary Christmas gifts 
for this year. All packages which are intended for 
Christmas should leave here by November first. Every 
girls’ class in the land can dress a few dolls. A class 
of boys can gather a jack-knife a piece. Twelve 
cents-will carry a pound of such things. No one but 
the Heavenly ‘Father can tell of the joys that will re- 
sult. Yes, and even souls won. - Many missionaries 
write that each picture means scholar. A teacher 
from Tarsus now in America said that the pictures 
from America had so filled their rooms with scholars 
that they could not receive another pupil. 

The secretary of one of the denominational boards 
wrote recently that he was afraid that sending pic- 
tures and other small gifts would divert the attention 
of the people from the larger and main purpose of the 
work. He was furnished with some of these facts. 
Instead of diverting the attention greater missionary 
enthusiasm is. developed. A pastor in the West 
writes that one of his men who would never give a 
cent to foreign missions became aroused by the re- 
sults of giving a picture, and now he gives his dol- 
lars. Many Sunday-schools and even some churches, 





Do These Hindu Chifdren Like American Pictures ? 





Magic words to children the world around are, “ A picture!” and “ A story!"” These 
little members of one of the Lee Memorial Sunday-schools in Calcutta are living wit- 
The cards they are displaying and the picture 
rolls, which have added so much to their Sunday-school life, have come to them from 
urplus Material Department has discovered and supplied their 
aeed. Now a picture of the Hindu children themselves comes back to America to tell the 
Sunday-schools here what their “ surplus " can do when sent to far-away India. 


after receiving their first letter of thanks from the 
missionary, having sent some pictures, have written 
to learn where they might send some money for 
missions, as they had never made any contribution. 
Every such letter is sent to the denomination repre- 
sented, and light is shed from headquarters, One 
mail last month brought the news that three ditferent 
schools had each sent twenty-five dollars directly to 
their own board by reason of this ‘*‘ Surplus Material "’ 
stimulus. 

But money is cheap, after all. A noted evangelist 
repeatedly said during a series of meetings, ‘‘ Money 
is the cheapest thing, and all of it belongs to God."’ 
This department can tell of Zves given to the mis- 
sionary field as a direct outcome of having given the 
lesser things. Following ‘‘surplus’’ came self. One 
young girl wrote that she was a school teacher, and 
now felt that God wanted her to carry his name across 
the seas. She asked what further equipment was 
necessary, and her course was mapped out by the 
denominational board secretary. 

The letters from the missionaries tell wondrous 
stories of results as they are enabled to do larger and 
more efficient work by reason of our gifts. They ask 
especially for the Bible pictures, both the small cards 
and the large quarterly rolls. Post cards that have 
been used can be prepared. Scrap-books without 
number are wanted, One worker in Turkey begged 
for papers that contained stories, that she might have 
something new to tell her girls. Every mother knows 
how the children beg for ‘*just one more story.’" As 
was said at the Zurich Convention : ‘* Childhood has 
the same characteristics the world over.'" A good 
plan is to clip and place in envelopes. Then tabel 
the outside ‘of the envelope with the stories that are 
within. Where English is understood, of course the 
papers can be sent, and they are read, even to the 
advertisements. New stations are daily increasing 
where English is readily understood. Workers in 
Sumatra and Japan just wrote begging for illustrated 
papers in English. Africa wants papers in English, 
German:and Portugese, and the same is true of South 
America. Scores of copies of Tarbell’s ‘‘Guide’” 
and Peloubet’s ‘‘ Notes’’ were sent out in January. 
Our 1913 lessons are being used in the Philippines 
during 1914. Then such volumes are all but invalu- 
able to the native preacher, furnishing material for 
sermons to be used in connection with his exhibition 
of the large pictures now going out from our primary 
departments. Both of these authors refer to this de- 
partment in their 1914 editions, 4s do many other 
lesson writers. This work is developed through pub- 
licity. 

Larger gifts are always called for, The old saying 
is very true with reference to this departinent :_ ‘* The 
reward of work well done is more 
work.’’ Organs are always desired. 
In March the twelfth instrument was 
sent out. This time it was the gift of 
a primary class in Ithaca to a Presby- 
terian missionary in Korea. If a cor- 
net is counted which was sent to China 
some time ago, the good number thir- 
teen tells the musical story. ‘There are 
now on file more than thirty requests 
for organs. Some want the ‘‘baby”’ 
size, and others will be glad to have 
a good second-hand chapel organ. 
The donor should prepay the freight, 
which will be from five dollars to ten 
dollars, according to size and distance, 
Then there was that ‘‘Klaxon’’ that 
the Baptist missionary in Assam 
wanted, and of which mention was 
made in an editorial in the February 
21 issue of this paper. The horn was 
given in June by an Irish Catholic who 
heard of the need and wished to make 
the gift because it appealed to him as 
so practical. There is a loud call for 
stereopticons, lantern slides and type- 
writers. A Congregational worker in 
India makes his requisition for ‘*six 
second-hand bicycles.’’ There is 
special need for many communion serv- 
ices in Turkey. Here is the message : 
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‘‘Would that something could be done to improve 
tie appearance of the communion table in our village. 
‘Two pieces of common white cloth, a water pitcher 
for the wine, two glasses, and enamel ware or com- 
mon white plates are the usual thing. In the few 
places where the people had communion sets they 
were lost in the massacre, I wonder whether some 
of you who have introduced individual cups would 
not be glad to give your old service for use here in 
‘lurkey. Perhaps several of you would like to give 
two linen table cloths about five feet square for the 
communion table."" An Episcopal missionary in 
China sent the pattern for a child's kimono and knit 
cap. These are for the children in an orphanage. 
‘The things are easy to make. Any girl could do it, 
not to mention a bright boy. 

Of course many ask for talking-machines and 
records, A missionary among the Indians in Wyom- 
ing wrote that if they could have a talking-machine 
for their reading-room ‘‘ they would be in the seventh 
heaven.’ Already there are many homes which 
have ceased to make use of their ‘canned music.’’ 
Why not send the outfit to the missionary ?_ Just now 
the requests for musical exercises are increasing. Al- 
ready many Christmas services have started on their 
journey to China, Japan, and the Philippines. A 
Presbyterian school in the island of Negros, P. L, 
just asked if there were not three hundred good song- 
books for their six hundred students. Even one 
song-book of a kind will be valued in the Philippines, 
where more than six hundred thousand are studying 
English in the public schools, and music is a part of 
the work, 

New opportunities are always appearing. A num- 
ber of reform schools, both in this country and in 
Hawaii, are receiving papers through Surplus Material 
introductions. Such a school in Illinois has called 
for two hundred per week for the girls who are in that 
institution. The immigrants in our western states 
and the lumbermen in the United States and Canada 
are seeking our favor. 

A letter from India has this request : ‘* Last night's 
experience with thieves has increased some other 
needs. I had a good camera that I was hoping to 
take a lot of pictures with before I return on furlough 
in two years, but thieves broke into the camp and 
took several things, and in their seatch for loot took 
my camera and tore it all to pieces, thinking, I sup- 
pose, that it was some kind of a money box. I should 
like a little folding camera with a good lens. I could 
supply copies of the pictures I take to the person 
sending it. Is this too much to ask? If so, do not 
mention it to anybody,”’ 

The interesting thing to note is that we have every- 
thing that is being called for, A superintendent said 
that after he had sent pictures to the missionary, 
whose name he had received, he found that all the 
picture-rolls for the past six years were stored in the 
cellar of that church, All the other articles can be 
found or made. Buried talents and wrapped-up 
pounds were a curse in the Lord’s day, ‘Times have 
not changed in that respect. Take the little time 
that may be required and join with the thousands who 
are regularly sending their surplus abroad. 

All the necessary information about how to join 
in this work is contained in a leaflet. Write for 
it and for an introduction to a missionary. Address 
the superintendent of this Surplus Material Depart- 
ment, the Rev. Samuel D. Price, 216 Metropolitan 
‘Tower, New York City. Be particular to indicate 
your denomination in full, distinguishing between 
‘¢North’’ and ‘‘South,"’ if your church is so divided. 
Enclose a stamp for a reply. Any who may wish to 
assist and prefer to give money rather than material 
on hand can send their gift to Arthur M,. Harris, 
‘Treasurer, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New York City. 
One dollar will forward about twelve pounds of pic- 
tures, which are obtained in quantities from the manu- 
facturers. A new baby organ can be purchased and 
forwarded ata cost of from twenty to thirty dollars. 
‘Two dollars will buy four colored lantern slides of the 
crucifixion, that a Baptist missionary cannot get in 
India. 

Do not send any supplies to the office in New 
York. Write for the name of a missionary. Then 
send direct to the field. ‘The postage rate is given in 
the leaflet. Then you will probably have a letter of 
thanks from the missionary. This will make you give 
thanks that you now have such a part in helping to 
win this world for Jesus Christ. 

When at the Zurich Convention the work of this 
department was outlined to the members of the Brit- 
ish Section of the World's Sunday School Association, 
with the result that they have organized similar work 
to assist the missionaries of the British foreign mission 
societies. Miss Gertrude Edwards is their superin- 
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tendent, and can be addressed at 56 Old Bailey, Lon- 
don, E. C., England. They call it the ‘‘ Pass It On”’ 
Department. British missionaries and those living in 
Europe should address Miss Edwards for information. 

Requests come from almost everywhere. A single 
mail brought three letters from Australia asking where 
1913 Tarbell’s ‘‘Guides’’ could be sent. The writers 
were supplied with introductions to missionaries in 
the Philippines and the Gilbert Islands, This gives 
a practical display of the meaning of ‘the brother- 
hood of man.”’ 

Campen, N. J. 


“- 
The Closing Quarter’s Lessons 


A look ahead that will help in getting 
the setting of the group of lessons that 
close the year’s study in the life of Christ 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 


HE Lessons for the fourth quarter (except Lesson 6, 
the special temperance lesson for World’s Tem- 
perance Sunday) all deal with about four days in 

Christ's earthly life. Lesson 1 refers mainly to an 
incident at Bethany a day or two before the triumphal 
entry, though it is placed here for a good reason, as 
we shall see, Lessons 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 record 
events of the day before and the day of the Crucifixion. 
Lesson g is on the Crucifixion itself ; Lesson 10 treats 
of Easter Day ; and Lesson 11 as well as Lesson 12 
is perhaps to be associated with the day of the 
Ascension. It is important to insert in the proper 
places the incidents found in the Fourth Gospel, 
especially the Farewell Discourses. The entire 
material must also be studied. See Stevens and 
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Burton’s ‘‘ Harmony of the Gospels,’ 
151 (Scribner, $1). 

Lessons 1-3 consist of certain private events in 
Christ's closing days. They record experiences with 
his disciples, especially the Last Supper and the Story 
of Gethsemane. Lessons 4, 5, 7, and 8 naturally fol- 
low with the pudbiic events of the last twenty-four hours, 
including the betrayal, arrest, and trial. Then comes 
the stery of the Death in Lesson 9, followed by that 
of the Resurrection in Lesson 10. Lesson 11, dealing 
with ‘* The Great Commission’’ may be said to repre- 
sent the substance of Christ's teaching during his forty 
days on earth, and then the story of the Ascension na- 
turally follows in Lesson 12, to close and crown the 
year’s studies, 

In trying to summarize these Lessons we may per- 
haps think of them as follows : (1) The Preparation 
(Lessons 1-8); (2) The Passion (Lesson 9) ; (3) The 
Proof (Lesson 10) ; (4) The Proclamation (Lesson 11) ; 
(5) The Perpetual Presence (Lesson 12). 

As an important part of the Lessons of this quarter 
care should be taken to study the proportion of the 
material found connected with the last week of Christ's 
ministry. An ordinary Bible will show that the records 
of the three years of ministry are very fragmentary in 
comparison with the fulness of the last week. ‘The 
First Gospel gives about one-third to that period, and 
the other Gospels have similar and even more remark- 
able proportions, This prominence given to the events 
of the last few days is deeply significant, and shows 
clearly what the writers of the Gospels thought of their 
Master’s Death. See the Golden Text for December 
27. Reference may perhaps be made to the sixth 
chapter of the author's book, ‘‘ Christianity is Christ’’ 
(Longmans, Green and Co., 40 cents). 

WycuiFFE CoLiecE, ToRONTO, 
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When the colporteur was accosted 
q as a “ Yankee organ-grinder” 
\ 





Paolo’s Encounter With an Italian Priest 





By W. H. Morse, M.D. 


J 





-Paolo of Palermo, an Italian emigrant who was'meking money as a fruit merchant in America, had 
planned to return to his native land and to make his fortune as an automobile dealer. But his ideas 


were suddenly changed, and he returned to Italy as a Christian colporteur. His story was told by 


Dr. Morse in The Sunday School Times of March 15, 1913, under the title “‘ How Paolo Won His For- 

tune,”’ and a sequel to it, “* Paolo in Italy with His Storage Batteries,” was published May 30, 1914. 

He continues to send to his friend Dr. Morse accounts of his experiences which show how his zeal 
for spreading the Word in his beloved Italy is working out. 


T WAS on Wednesday, November 26, late in the 
evening. The Theatre Vittorio Emanuele’s per- 
formance had just closed, and a crowd poured 

out upon the Via Cavour. Near the corner of the 
Via Liberta, Paolo, on his way home, met the theatre- 
goers, men and women, all talking at once, and en- 
joying the discussion of the play. There were people 
of every social grade in Palermo, and if there was any 
other sentiment than gayety it was disguised. 

‘* More people than come away from the cathedral 
at any mass,’’ Paolo remarked to an acquaintance, 

A priest heard his observation, 

‘Ah, is that you, you Yankee organ-grinder !’’ 
the priest exclaimed. : 

‘*Beg pardon !’’ Paolo returned. 

‘¢Oh, I know you!’’ the priest said, ‘‘ You are 
the hand-organ fellow from America. Why weren't 
you in the theatre? There was fine music. You, 
who like music so well, would have been entranced!”’ 

‘*Do I comprehend you?’’ asked Paolo. 

‘*Do you?’’ exclaimed the priest. Several people 
had stopped, and others joined them, ‘‘ This is the 
Yankee organ- grinder, friends !’’ he continued. 
‘« He went to America, and had amonkey, and ground 
out music on the street. Same wretch who has been 
prating against the church and passing out American 
Bibles. Look at him!’’ Then addressing Paolo, 
‘*Man, you turn to the left, and go ona mile, and 
you reach the railway station! Take the next train 
and go back to America, or—you will be turned to 
the right, to lodgings in the prison !”’ 

His words gathered anger as he spoke. 

Paolo laughed. ‘‘You mistake,’’ he said, ‘I am 
the colporteur, but not a hand-organ man.”’ 

‘¢Sh!’’ the priest interrupted, ‘I know what I 
say. You went to America, you became a Protestant, 
and—what then? When a Sicilian apostatizes in 
America he is denied any privileges in any other call- 
ing, and becomes an organ-grinder. You know that ! 
Your monkey must miss you! Go back!’’ 

Again the young man laughed. The others joined 
in his laugh, and the priest was annoyed. 


‘¢ You are warned !’’ he cried. 

‘‘Thank you,’’ Paolo said, ‘‘ you have given mean 
idea,”’ 

The crowd pushed on, and the next minute he was 
lost in it. Before he slept he had written a letter to 
a friend in Connecticut, and the city clocks struck 
twelve as he went out and mailed it. 

It was the 6th of February when there came to him 
in reply a little box containing two phonographic 
records, He had his plan well arranged. The deal- 
ers in phonographs are few in the Italian cities, and 
it was a novelty when a few days later he had one in 
a second-story room on the Via Liberta, and with a 
window open upon the street, used it to voice Italian 
airs. People gathered on the Piazza, and the enjoy- 
ment was marked. 

In some way the priest who had talked with him 
on the November night learned that Paolo was the 
licensee, and with delight he told that ‘‘ the Yankee 
organ-grinder was at it again.”’ 

The Piazza assemblage was listening when from a 
spirited Sicilian song the phonograph changed, and 
loud and clear emitted: ‘*O che amor Gesu ¢i 
porta /*’ («* What a Friend we have in Jesus’’) three 
verses, and ending with : 

‘*Perciocche Iddio ha tanto amato il mondo, ch’ 
egli ha dato il suo unigenito Figliuolo, accioche chi- 
unque crede in lui non perisca, ma abbia vita eterna’’ 
(John 3 : 16). 

‘¢It spoke !'’ some one in the crowd cried in an 
awed voice. 

The phonograph started on another tune. This 
time it was: ‘* Zu mi guidi, Tu mi guidi/"’ (‘*He 
leadeth me !’’) 

Again it concluded with John 3:16. Then, at the 
window, Paolo himself appeared. His audience 
applauded, although the priest scowled and cried, 
‘* Monkey !"’ 

‘¢ The Bible has spoken !’’ Paolo cried. 

‘¢It was a success,’’ he wrote his Hartford friend, 
‘¢but I presume I may have to stop it.”’ 

HARTFORD, CONN, 
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Advance Steps in Efficiency for Graded Schools 


The Forum of Methods in Graded Work, conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin *7osiesieesn fob Sioa Sehoot Association 


Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 





** Advisers”” That the Boys Liked 


HE boys of the fourth year classes in the Junior 
Department were restless. They felt they were 
too old to be classed in the same department 

with the ‘* babies’’ who had just been promoted from 
the Primary Department. The Junior superintendent 
most earnestly desired to have them so contented that 
they would carry away only happy memories of their 
Junior work, when they left the department. 

It so happened that her sister taught a class of six- 
teen-year-old boys in the Intermediate Department, 
who, too, were growing restless and were plainly un- 
interested. The two women put their heads together, 
with this result : The Intermediate boys were assigned 
each to a Junior class, or in case the Junior enrolment 
exceeded six to a class, two Intermediates to a class, 
each with certain boys under his care. 

They were given the title of ‘* Adviser,’’ but their 
mission was to be a big brother to the boys under 
their charge. Each class had a regular teacher, but 
the adviser was his assistant. He looked up ab- 
sentees, and reported to the teacher, and he frequently 
went with the boys on week-day outings. His Sunday 
duties were to be in class fifteen minutes before the 
opening of the session to greet the ‘* boys,"’ and to 
give any help they might need with the lesson. As 
the Graded Lessons were used, it was the adviser's 
duty to see that the books were ready for the teacher's 
inspection, 

They were not asked to act as the teacher's substi- 
tute until they had been in the department nine 
months, but they were so cordially welcomed to the 
department teachers’-meeting that the majority at- 
tended regularly. 

Did it work? , Decidedly. The big boys had defi- 
nite work and responsibility, and the little boys were 
content to stay in the Junior Department, since older 
boys than they were there. Indeed, it worked so weil 
that the next year when the Juniors were promoted 
an adviser went with -each class as teacher. The 
Sunday-school unfortunately had -no teacher-training 
class, and these boys had had more training than the 
average teacher in that Sunday-school, They ful- 
filled their new duties enthusiastically—but that is 
another story.—Mrs. J, D. Murphy, Galesburg, Ill. 


% 
Getting the School to Stay for Church 


HE Cochran Memorial Methodist Episcopal 


Sunday-school is located at Dawson, Fayette 

County, 'Pa:, a small town with a population of 
about one thousand, The enrolment in the main 
school on March 31, 1914, was three hundred and 
nineteen, The school has been a Front Line school 
ever since the adoption of a Front Line standard by 
the State Association, and is thoroughly graded with 
departmental superintendents for each department. 
But with the fine equipment, splendid organization, 
and trained workers, there was one thing that was not 
satisfactory to the school management. It seemed to 
be not only a serious problem to us, but with many 
town and city schools. The problem was, how get 
the Sunday-school to remain and attend the church 
services? In our own school we found that not more 
than twenty-five percent of the school attended the 
church services, and upun investigation found that 
this was true in many places. 

After much thought and prayerful consideration in 
working out a plan, the superintendent called upon 
the pastor, the Rev. H. A. Baum, who is thoroughly 
interested in every phase of the Sunday-school work, 
and presented his plan. This was in August, 1913, 
and as an experiment we decided at first to try it out 
in the Junior department. The plan worked so ad- 
mirably that at a meeting of the Sunday-school board, 
held last November, it was decided to extend the 
system throughout the entire school on- January 1, 
1914. 

The first thing that was done was the entering into 
an agreement between the pastor and superintendent 
to the effect that the time of both services be limited 
to two hours; or in other words, exactly one hour 
for each of the services. Under this arrangement the 
school opens at 9.45, and they are in the church audi- 


torium ready for the pastor to begin his service at 
exactly 10.45, the church service closing at 11.45. 

A credit system was built up, and a record kept for 
each individual. A perfect record of one hundred 
percent each Sunday is made up on the following 
basis : 

Juntorn DEPARTMENT. 


IE sid cidscnspcenaeneepieaaneeehites cioiand 10 
oe Kaekbebcubs eee seedabmennesee esd eeeiaeoas 10 
BE BD iininiccuersacandans sadcousteuseiraetessasbeeos 10 
Ys en bins nec ea as chs duc aadteabe Na iKIOES rer 10 
INN 5 coos cabaeuse ven sbihbebsnasubisnsbecswoberthen 10 
SNR concn secekeorseens snctiessGeneebekaaaeaeen 10 
I PIES 65c .nnsestectenseieceraisnccnsesssen esau 
Memory Text......... <bdbnk fanmelneneesecacoetns csannceunel 
Church Attendance... ............ epiasksand cebeiaiae 20 
For THE OTHER DEPARTMENTS, 
RMGNGMNC oniisscacens<s ce ceweapberyescnbace Seseseness .20 
CTP os cencssenee Sagdan ev eeTeshnstharakuineabes bavens 20 
Offering ....... ieauennxuibeseee nad edpesracnaabeseesevesase 20 
Church Attendance ........:. phsxkiennasecanene nieeeeds 40 


The record for the Juniors contains nine points, 
while for the other departments of the school only 
four are used. ‘The difference is made because the 
Junior years (9 to 13) are the habit-forming and memo- 
rizing years. A record sheet is provided for each 
pupil, ruled into squares to cover each Sunday of the 
year, and to include the record for each of the nine 
points or the four points as the case may be. 

Of course the individual pupil is concerned about 
having a perfect record of one hundred percent every 
Sunday when he knows that he is going to be com- 
mended for it, and that the officers of the school and 
teachers are keeping a close tab on every pupil. 

The classes, too, are concerned about having a per- 


fect record, which is one thousand points, as the stand- 


ing of classes by departments is-placed on the black- 
board every Sunday morning in the order of the num- 
ber of -points made by each for the previous Sunday. 
The class having made the highest number of points 
for the month in the department is awarded the de- 
partment pennant. The correct record is kept of the 
Beginners and Primary, yet this is not placed on the 
board or made public before the entire school. 

The system has simply revolutionized our school. 
It has encouraged individual ambition, class spirit, 
promptness, offerings, and church attendance. For 
the month of January we had thirty-two persons with 
a perfect record for the month, which is one hundred 
percent for every Sunday in the month. For Febru- 
ary, forty-seven, and for March, forty-four. The drop 
in March was due to sickness, and if it had not been 
for that we would have had more than fifty for the 
month, That you may see how it affects the class- 
work, we present here the standing of the classes by 
departments for the month of March, giving the 
total number of points scored by each class : 


Record of Classes for the Month of March, 1914 
[5.000 is a perfect record]. 


JuNton DEPARTMENT 


Teacher. 
1. Miss Ethel Painter............ SiipeeaRassnvanes 5.000 
iy, NO IIE Ss ic Snaxoadicescnsasdvecsks sevencand 4,792 
De SIRE BOs cassesaiccceescctcsceanas 4,630 
ie NE We RII, 5 6s c6csncesensd sceacness 4,378 
Ne ND I cscs cckcccncssncniaccesenseins 4,324 
ee i IN cio ccns - \wabeupsassdevssnes? 4.282 
7. Harry J. Crawford............ Licdinaceyiovesses 4,087 
Bs Ny: Rak ik soknknav cscs cadiesexeseosesen 3,753 
SECONDARY Division, 
Ba: Re TH TING «on os. ods icc siceccecen ens 4,707 
i es I Ra vee vinccbnnsenccscstectecce 4,626 
Bs IE PII vi onsnnicisccsceccusarsccsée 4,520 
i cians neenvevdnstennaanreenel 4,453 
ee PI NR vavenescecceccanesnsecesasncnnect 3,922 
ee We ile Si ic cincaueransscnmiseseoizecsscces 3,873 
ADULT DIVISION. 
Be Be ty PR issccscsssaccavaccctnsnsngaiceesnad 4,693 
hi, i eae © NN io ca ny ncness cacutesebchesssencesegs 4,138 
Me ang SNM is Sach isbessieebwascaisserebeu~soe) 4.128 
es ees Wik, SPN cnc ck ie nsvansechanksnsnctinsia 3,660 


The following is taken from the superintendent's 
report to the. Sunday-school Board at a recent meet- 
ing : As superintendent I want to say that since the 
adoption of our new record system throughout the 


entire school on January 1, the results have exceeded 
my fondest expectations, not only in the matter of 
church attendance, but in our offerings and lesson 
preparation, and especially has it been marked in 
creating a healthy class and department spirit. 

Beginning with January 1 we find the following 
percentage of the school in attendance at the church 
services. The percentage is based on the number of 
members at either one or both services, and on this 
basis some were counted twice because of attendance 
at both morning and evening services : 


ree A 4, 97 percent; 11th, 93; 18th, 97; .25th, 98. 
february I, 117; 8th, 119; 15th, 105; 22d,.110., 
March 1, 1173 8th, 144; 15th, 130; 22d, 102; 29tli, Loo, 


The actual attendance, where the pupil is only 
counted once, whether in attendance at one or both 
services, is as follows : 


January 4, 66 percent; 1nth, 53; 18th, 66; 25th, 73. 
February 1, 69; 8th, 96; 15th, 81; 22d, 82. 
March 1, 86; 8th, 96; 15th, 91; 22d, 79. 


This gives us average actual attendance of the 
Sunday-school at the church services of seventy-seven 
percent for the quarter, as compared with twenty-five 
before adopting this record system,.—&. S. Forsythe, 
Dawson, Pa. 


“ 


A Teachers’-Meeting that Makes Teachers 


O THE teachers in your Sunday-school really 
teach, or do they simply fill in time? ‘There 
are many who go to Sunday-school entirely un- 

prepared to give a lesson. How do we know this? 
By the results. Many teachers are really doing the 
best they can, but fail because they do not know how 
to study, or how to present the lesson when it has 
been studied. Some fail because of ; indifference, 
some because of low standards, some because of per- 
sonal disqualifications, Weakness in the teaching 
force begets weakness in the school. Strength begets 
strength. A department will never be any stronger 
than its staff of teachers. 

The wise department superintendent, knowing and 
feeling this, will have frequent teachers’ -meetings for 
help along the lines which lead to efficiency. Eff- 
ciency means knowledge and experience. Ina Sunday- 
school teacher it must include knowledge of Christ, 
the Bible, the pupils, and modern methods of peda- 
gogy. Itis the duty of the superintendent to make 
the gathering of the teachers so attractive that the in- 
different teacher will be aroused to interest ; so help- 
ful that low standards may become high, and _per- 
sonal disqualifications give place to teaching power. 

Our intermediate teachers meet once a week at the 
home of the superintendent of that department, and 
generally every one is present. 

After the reading of the minutes a discussion of 
the work of the preceding Sunday is in order. Our 
difficulties, our failures and successes, are very freely 
discussed ; for any personal difficulty becomes the 
problem of the whole staff of teachers, and the joy of 
a success achieved by one is shared by all. At this 
time the superintendent brings forward all questions 
of department discipline, class management, general 
plans for department work, and matters of interest to 
the entire school. 

Next in order is the study of the lesson. The bible 
passage is first read and carefully considered ; then 
the lesson for the coming Sunday is analyzed and 
planned. Occasionally this work is led by one of the 
teachers, and is most profitable ; sometimes each 
teacher prepares an outline and brings it for class 
discussion ; generaliy the work is conducted by the 
superintendent. It is the superintendent's plan to 
have more and more lesson analysis and outline con- 
struction by the teachers. 

Following the lesson preparation for the coming 
Sunday our program calls for a lesson in pedagowy. 
Our teachers have received during the past two years . 
a course on each of the following topics : The Art of 
Lesson Preparation, The Art of Questioning, The Art 
of Story-Telling, and a course in Bible Geographv. 
We are planning to make a study of the Bible trom 
several other standpoints, 
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After an evening of hard work we always welcome 
the social hour, which draws us nearer together and 
makes a very pleasant climax to a profitable meeting. 

As a result of this plan we have a corps of teachers 
working in perfect sympathy with each other and with 
the superintendent. Each teacher feels an interest in 
the department as a whole, and is planning and 
working for the general good as well as for the best 
interests of his own class, Every teacher comes with 
a well-prepared lesson every time. Each teacher is 
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gradually building for himself a good pedagogical 
basis for his work, and each one is gaining a deeper 
knowledge of the Bible and Bible lands, Every pupil 
feels the power of a teacher well prepared. 

The superintendent, as a result of the meeting, is 
in close touch with each teacher, and through the 
teacher with each pupil, in the department ; and so 
with superintendent, teachers, and pupils working to- 
gether the department is a unit.—F/orence H. Dar- 
nell, Philadelphia. 
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Four ‘ Be’s’’ that will help the amateur speaker 


How Laymen Can Learn to Speak in Public 








By George G. Wallace 





If you were chosen as superintendent of a Sunday-school and were called upon for a 


speech, would you know how to go about it? 


Mr. Wallace in his article last week 


pointed out that every Christian who had opportunity for speaking in class or school 
or prayer-meeting might learn to speak effectively, and that no “ special gift” is 
needed, But the rare gift of diligence and application is needed, and Mr. Wallace 
goes on in this article to show that rich results will come from faithfully following a 


few simple 


(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


HILE reading and thinking are of first import- 
ance for public speaking, observation has also 
a prominent place. There are subtle influences 
in successfully presenting a thought to an audience that 
cannot be learned by reading or meditation. They 
are gained only by observing the methods of the 
best speakers, as well as the things that catch and 
move such audiences as you desire to address, ‘This 
is a life-long study, deeply interesting to any one who 
loves to contemplate the power of mind over mind, 
or the play of those mysterious forces which the 
skilled speaker controls as the telegrapher controls 
the keys of his instrument, or as the musician strikes 
harmonies from his strings. 

I doubt if my next recommendation will be a pop- 
ular one. If we accept one end of Lord Bacon's pro- 
verbial saying that ‘‘reading maketh a full man,’’ we 
had better accept the other end also: ‘ writing mak- 
eth an exact man.’’ ‘The effective public speaker 
must have a good store of ideas, and the words to ex- 
press them ; but he must know how to arrange what 
he has to say, and put it concisely. Writing helps 
to crystallize ideas, trains to call into action the proper 
word, and teaches the best grouping of phrase and 
sentence, 


The Knack that a Newspaper Office Teaches 

Now many opportunities come to the Arafessional 
speaker for writing out addresses, and so he ac- 
quires this readiness and exactness by a training which 
comes with his occupation, But the layman has not 
these advantages. What practical methods of train- 
ing in this direction can be suggested? Writing ad- 
dresses which may never be delivered seems a labori- 
ous and thankless task; but it will be helpful. It 
was once said of the late Dr. Charles S. Robinson 
that he had written two hundred and fifty sermons he 
had never preached, Probably he never did preach 
them, but he became all the more effective a preacher 
because he prepared them, Writing for the news- 
papers gives excellent training. A clergyman whose 
sermons were strong and clear and moving attributed 
much of his best training to a few months spent in the 
office of a country newspaper, with its ‘‘all-round”’ 
writing, The necessity for putting concisely, plainly, 
and effectively an item of news, or an editorial com- 
ment, and doing it quickly, gave him just the skill in 
use of thought and language needed by the offhand 
speaker. Not everybody can have a newspaper office 
as a school ; but many county association officers and 
county superintendents might use the columns of the 
local papers to the advantage of their own training and 
the instructien of the readers in things pertaining to 
the Sunday-school cause. Reporting sermons and 
speeches, writing them out as fully as possible on 
reaching home, is an excellent way to gain readiness 
of thought and word. Many have found the reading 
of an author like Macaulay or Carlyle, Hawthorne or 
Holmes, or the speeches, say, of Webster, Lincoln, or 
Gladstone, and the writing out in their own words the 
ideas read, as quickly as possible, a fine training. 
rhe one determined to learn how will invent for him- 
self many ways of advancement in this direction. 

Dr. Buckley has said that a successful extemporane- 
ous speaker must be a ‘‘great talker."’ There is 





principles. 


sound philosophy back of that. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes makes ‘‘The Poet of the Breakfast Table*’ 
give expression to the same thought when he says, 
‘1 talk half the time to find out my own thoughts, as 
a schoolboy turns his pockets inside out to see what is 
in them, You can't tell what the thoughts are you 
have salted down, as one may Say, till you run a 
streak of talk through them, as the market people run 
a butter-scoop through a firkin,’’ I admit the ‘great 
talker’? may also be a great bore, but, with reserva- 
tions and safeguards, it still stands true that talking in 
conversation gives needed training to successful public 
address, Undoubtedly there are many successful 
Sunday-school speakers who are ordinarily quiet men, 
and there are many reticent Sunday-school workers 
who would like to be good speakers, but who can not 
train in this way. Let it be remembered that no 
David can go forth to battle with all of Saul’s armor, 
perhaps not with any ; take only that which you have 
‘* proved."’ 

‘rhe discussion of this part of the subject may well 
be closed by the following from Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, whose book has already been referred to. 

He says : ‘‘ The first requisite of speech-making is, 
of course, to have something to say. But this does 
not mean merely something that may be said; it 
means something that must be said—that presses on 
the mind uncomfortably until uttered.’’ So he gives 
as his first rule: ‘‘Have something you very much 
desire to say."’ 

So having the thought and having its arrangement 
well in mind, and the vocabulary for its carriage, the 
preparation is made, The second important thing is, 
how to present it. 

Most laymen who wish to become accomplished in 
public speaking give undue prominence to elocution, 
gesticulation, and diction, The hurried business man 
is appalled when he thinks of the time required to 
reach high attainment in these. But while important, 
they are not primarily so, A Sunday-school may 
listen eagerly to a speaker who shows litile skill in 
those branches of education generally supposed to be 
necessary adjuncts to speech-making. He may mur- 
der the queen's English, and do it in a rasping voice ; 
he may be awkwardness itself, and violate rules of 
rhetoric ; but if he be natural, be simple, be confi- 
dent, be helpful, he will save himself from a defeat. 
These four ‘‘ be’s’’ constitute necessary and attain- 
able qualifications in thé successful presentation of a 
public address, and are worthy careful consideration. 

Be Natural.—With Wendell Phillips began the 
passing away of that stilted manner, which was 
once supposed to be necessary to successful ora- 


tory. Phillips made popular the conversational 
style. He talked to his hearers as if there were 
but a_ half-dozen when there were many hun- 


dreds or thousands. It is easy for one to ‘‘talk’’ 
his ideas to three or four. Pick out that number in 
your audience and talk to them. ‘The conversa- 
tional flavor of your private talk,’’ as Higginson ex- 
presses it, will always win attention. This also puts 
a rein on a harsh voice. In like manner it will check 
violent gestures, and make awkwardness forgetten. 
Be Simple.—We stumble when we begin using un- 
familiar and ‘learned words of thundering sound."' 
Dr. Buckley calls attention to the fact that simplicity 
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was the key to our Lord's style. If in any form of 
address simplicity is desirable, it is especially so in 
Sunday-school speaking, or in the familiar service of 
the prayer-meeting, or a like gathering. Indeed, the 
simple style here urged is always in place in a relig- 
ious gathering of any character. 

Be Confident.—‘' Aye, there’s the rub,’’ you say. 
Your tongue cleaves to the roof of your mouth, and 
your thoughts take wing like a bird, because confi- 
dence leaves you. Is it possible to overcome fright and 
nervousness ? Not altogether, perhaps, as has already 
been intimated. But in good measure this grave dif- 
ficulty can be surmounted. It requires, first, confi- 
dence in your position. If God has called you to a 
place where public speaking is required, God will 
help you speak. 

It requires, second, confidence in your mes- 
sage. If it is something that ought to be said, 
then be firm and brave to say it. Remember Emer- 
son’s definition of genius, and apply it to public 
speaking : ‘‘ To believe your own thought, to believe 
that what is true for you in your private heart is true 
for all men,—this is genius."’ It is also the founda- 
tion of confidence before any audience. I know of 
no one sentiment that has given me more confidence, 
in a limited experience in speaking and writing, than 
that found in this quotation. 

The moment of facing the audience is when the 
fright comes. Few need to wait more than a minute 
or so, often but a few seconds, when the force of the 
thought or the kindly, sympathetic gaze of some 
hearer puts them at ease. What a pleasure that is, to 
feel that you have a grasp on the subject and on the 
audience too! It is worth many a struggle to gain 
that experience, but to get beyond those first frighten- 
ing moments,—how? There are several ways. 


To Face an Audience Fearlessly 

Dr. Edward Everett Hale, a master in this art, 
suggested to one who was to make an after-dinner 
speech that he should say the first few sentences to 
his neighbor at the table as he arose, and continue 
his remarks to the entire audience. It was my privilege 
to assist Dr. Newell Dwight Hilhs in what was perhaps 
the first county Sunday-school convention in which he 
ever had a part, as it was certainly the first for me. 
He was not yet twenty, and I but little beyond that 
age, and yet the scene is impressed upon my mind as 
if it were but yesterday. When he was called out for 
an address, he began talking in an eager, earnest way 
as he left the pew and walked.down the aisle to the 
pulpit steps. By the time he faced his audience 
he had gained his self-composure, and gave us a 
speech that was electrical and a brilliant forecast of 
the great things he is able to do to-day. One whom 
I know, when he feels timidity, which he admits is 
always the case, often does not-look his audience in 
the face for a few moments, until he feels the fountain 
of thought has begun to find its channel in an easy 
flow of words, and then he lifts the eyes,—and confi- 
dence is restored. On the other hand, many success- 
ful speakers face their hearers a few moments without 
a word until the heart-beats Jull and the nerves grow 
steady. The fear of man is in most cases the cause 
of diffidence, but Luther overcame this by saying he 
‘¢thought not of the twenty or thirty doctors before 
him, but of the two thousand working-men.”’. I can- 
not leave this point better than to give you Luther's 
two rules: ‘‘ Stand up manfully; speak up cheerily."’ 
Some one else has said, ‘‘ There is no self-possession 
without self-abnegation,”’ 

Be Helpful.—in speaking, as in everything else, 
there is no true success unless there is with it the 
spirit of the Master, the spirit of service. There is no 
use in talking in Sunday-school, in prayer-meeting, or 
in convention, if back of what one has to say there is 
not the desire to help. And this qualification needs 
to be cultivated, just as one néeds to cultivate his 
ability to think in an orderly way, or to speak strongly 
and clearly. <A few rounds of applause, a flattering 
comment, and the speaker becomes elated, and before 
he is aware he is speaking for the pleasure it affords 
him. Then he grows ‘‘ professional,’’ and the wings 
of his usefulness are already clipped. Seek not for 
applause, but the answering look of purpose and re- 
solve in the faces of your hearers. To reach the 
highest success of a public speaker, it is well to re- 
member the sound advice of one of the silver-tongued 
of the last generation, S. S. Prentiss: ‘‘It is impossi- 
ble to speak too well to any audience.’ Audiences 
may be disappointingly small, or irritatingly dull and 
unresponsive, but give them your best. Jesus never 
seemed to consider the size or the sympathy of his 
audiences ; he gave them that which 4e knew was 
helpful. May we follow his example. 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 27. REVIEW: JESUS THE JUDGE OF MEN 


Golden Text: I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Revelation 3: 01 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class ‘ 


AN you tell a whole story with just pictures 
alone? Yes, you can,—afterafashion. It has 
to be a very simple sort of a story, though, if 

you are to tell it with pictures only. Nearly all car- 
ioon makers use some few words to explain or add to 
their pictures In a story-book or a novel the story 
is the main — and the pictures are put in every 
few pages to make the story seem more real. There 
is another kind of story where the pictures are the 
main thing, and just a few words are putin. Guess, 
Moving pictures? That's right! No matter how good 
the pictures are, you must have some words every 
now and then to make the story complete. So you 
will notice in the = motion-picture stories that 
after a certain number of action pictures we have a 
few words cast on the screen; and these few words 
give us the meaning of the pictures that we are to 
see next. We can call the pictures nouns and the 
words verbs. That is the best sort of way to tell a 
story or impart an idea,—give some sort of an idea of 
what you mean in words, and then illustrate it in 
acts. ‘That is just the way that Jesus educated his 
disciples and educates us. The story of his life is 
just picture after picture with a few words of explan. 
ation before and after them. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times ] 
A review lesson can be made the most interesting 
lesson of the quarter; it can also be made a dreary 
experience and a hated memory. It is simply im- 
possible to make it a bright hour without preparation 
and planning. Plans are many, and each one of the 
different lesson writers will give a suggestion. Both 
Mr. Gordon and Dri: Thomas:give considerable space 
to the. idea of Jesus as our Judge, which is a leading 
thought in the’ quarter’s lessons. A teacher might 
very profitably plan to spend the hour on this general 
theme, and give to each scholar one lesson or more , 
according to the size of the class, and let each try to 
find in that lesson something about Jesus as our 
Judge. ‘The calendar of the quarter ought also to be 
made very plain, as suggested in the opening para- 
graphs by Dr. Riddle and Dr. Thomas, 


The Class in Session 

Everything in Jesus’ life-story centers around his 
death and resurrection. We may fancy that the 
Gospels were written by the four evangelists in re- 
spouse to questions that were asked of them by con- 
verts in various places who had already experienced 
the actual joy of conversion, and knew what the pos- 
session of the Holy Spirit meant. The question that’ 
Christians most wanted answered were those that 
were the basis of their own experience and the ground 
of theirown hope. Tothem the words and acts of 
Jesus on his way to his great sacrifice were the things 
that they most wanted to know. So it comes that 
the major part of the Gospels is concerned with the 
closing scenes in Jesus’ human life. Our lessons in 
this quarter may be divided in half. The first six 
occurred in a period of a very few _— at the end of 
his journey to Jerusalem, and the last six are all 
taken from the events of Tuesday in the last week of 
his earthly life. The lessons all touch on questions 
of major importance, and a large number of them tell 
us how men are judged in the eyes of God. 

First of all, Jesus told of laborers in a vineyard, 
some of whom worked all day, and some of whom 
worked only an hour or so before sundown, while all 
got a fullday’s pay. This was to teach us that God 
rewards men, not according to the amount of work 
they do, but as their spirit is willingly working, be 
the task long or short. As to what kind of work was 
valued in the eyes of God, Jesus taught men when 
James and John, his two cousins, were so bold as to 
ask fur exceptional position in the hour of his great- 
ness. He told them that high place in God's family 
was given not to favored persons, but to those who 
were most useful in serving the necessities and hap- 
piness of others. There was a blind beggar named 
Bartimzeus, who lived in Jericho, who became the 
means of showing us that God is pleased with insist- 
ent and persistent prayer. While Jesus was at the 
house of Zacchzeus the publican, who had made such 
a great change in his life, he compared God's method 
of judging men to a master who entrusted capital 
amounting to one pound to each of several servants. , 
Some were energetic and daring in using theirs, and 
one was lazy and really dishonest. This is the first 
of several occasions on which Jesus intimates that 
God condemns men for not doing what they ought 
rather than for doing what they ought not. This is 


very important for us to remember in our use of our 
time and opportunities. 

Then Jesus came to the city, and he made a very 
dramatic entrance, one which fulfilled very literally 
just what the Old ‘Testament prophets had said about 
the manner of the Messiah’s coming. ‘This he did to 
oe opportunity to the rulers to receive him. ‘They 

id not do so. This was Sunday. On Monday, 
coming into the city, he cursed a fig-tree that had 
leaves but no fruit, doubtless showing how God re- 
gards an outward show of religion when minus its 
inner reality. Then he came into the temple on 
Tuesday, and spent that whole dayin discussion and 
argument, 

The parable of the husbandmen who refused to 
pay rent showed how God regarded Jewish rulers 
who refused Jesus. The parable of the wedding 
feast showed the extreme insolence of those who 
refuse an invitation of God's, and what he does about 
it. Several crafty questions were put to Jesus, but 
he answered them so that his enemies were put to 
shame. ‘That day closed with two great parables, 
both of which teach elemental principles of judgment. 
The virgins that are shut out show us that when 
judgment comes it will then be too late to try to pre- 
pare for it. Character is a thing that cannot be 
altered then, and the present is the time to make it 
(Sunday study.) The other parable teaches again that 
men are condemned for the good they do not do 
rather than for the evil they do. Most of these 
teachings plainly state that Jesus is to be the Judge 
of us all. This is the theme of Mr. Gordon's para- 
graphs. 

A Lesson Summary 


The fact that every individual life must come to a 
day of reckoning is a vital one for individuals to be- 
lieve. Hell has always been an abhorrent word, and 
a false representation of hell has apparently made 
some people regard it as a caricature, and so they 
think that there is no serious reality to it. These 


same people have declared that God is too good to 


let any man lose his soul, My speculation about 
what God will or will not do will have about as much 
effect on it as a summer breeze on Pike’s Peak. The 
only thing I can know about God’s plans and ways of 
acting is what [ can see in nature and what Jesus 
says. Nature teaches me the invariable operation of 
cause and effect, and that the unfit and abnormal are 
always eliminated. Jesus, moreover, says in a score 
of ways that God is good and desires the salvation of 
all, but that if men refuse their invitation and their 
opportunities they must abide by the inevitable con- 
sequences, and for all we learn from Jesus these 
consequences are final. Thus both God’s works and 
his *‘ Word” declare the scrious reality of the judg- 
ment. 
Questions for Class Use 

1. What is the reason that God places so high a value 
on people who are servants of others ? 

2. Why did Jesus make such a demonstrative entrance 
into Jerusalem ? 

3- Can you state what you owe to your God? ‘Try it. 

4. Why is the injunction to love God supremely so im- 
portant as to be called the First Commandment ? 

5. In what ways may we fail, as the foolish virgins failed, 
to be ready at the hour of his coming ? 

6. Can you name three great principles of judgment 
shown in the parable of the judgment of the nations. 

7- In what ways does Jesus teach us that his next com- 
ing will be different from his last visit ? 








Lesson Calendar for the Third Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter; Icome quickly: hold fast that 
which thou ha&t, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 11. 


rt. July 5.—The Laborers in the Vineyard. ..... Matt, 20; 1-16 
Golden ‘Text: Matt. 5 : 45 

2. July r2.—Greatness through Service. ...... Mark 1o : 32-45 
Golden ‘Text: Mark 10: 45 

3 July 19.—Blind Bartimzus ........... Mark 10 : 46-52 
Golden ‘Text : Isa. 35 : 5, 6 

4. July 26 —The Pounds and the Talents. ..... Luke 19 : 11-27 
Golden ‘Text: Matt. 25 : 21 

s. August 2 —The bag es ag , Soe . . Mark un: a-a1 
Golden Text: Zech. 9:9 

6. August 9.—The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 

Temple (Temperance Lesson). ..... . Mark 11 : 12-33 
Golden ‘Text: Matt. 7: 20 

7. August 16.—The Wicked Husbandmen.... . . Matt. 21 : 33-46 
Golden Text : Matt. 2x ; 42 

8. August 23.—The Wedding Feast ......... Matt, 22 : 1-14 
Golden Text: Luke 13 : 34 

9 August 30—A Day of Questions . . ek . . Matt. 22 : 15-22 
Golden Text: Matt. 22: 21 

10. September 6.—The Great Commandments . . . . Mark 12 : 28-44 
Golden Text: Luke 10 : 27 

x1. September 13.—The Ten Virgins ...... . « Matt. 25: 1-13 
Goiden Text: Matt. 25:13 

12. September 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . . Matt. 25 : 31-46 


Golden Text: Matt. 25 : 45 
«3. September 27.—Review: Jesus the Judge of Men 


Other Teaching Points 

Some of us have neither the time nor the ability to do 
great things for humanity, but all of us can do the small 
things of every-day life in a Christlike spirit. The reward 
for all who do their full duty is the same,—a full day’s pay. 

Dr. Edward Judson was asked why he supposed that his 
father, Adoniram Judson, returned to Burmah after his 
return to America with the scars of twenty-five years’ hard- 
ship upon him, His reply was, ** We who work for God 
work by the day and not by the piece.’’ 

As Jesus looks at us we all owe hima great deal. We 
are debtors, we are invited guests, and we are tenants. 

It is a blessing if one has the gift of light-hearted gayety. 
But light-heartedness that is never serious makes us as 
chaff which the wind bloweth away, Life is serious be- 
cause we absolutely must give account of it to our Creator, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Mark 14: 1-11.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week aliead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson.] 

Is it not striking how differently people value po 
Christ ? Look around your acquaintances and you 
will find some young men who are willing to give 
their whole lives in the service of humanity either at 
home or abroad. You will find other youny men, 
and sens | women also, who neither feel nor show 
any regard for Jesus at all, and some you will find 
who sneer at his claims. It always was that way. 
— despised Jesus, but Mary worshiped him with 
1er costliest possessions. 

1, What other anointing of Jesus’ feet by a woman is 
recorded in the Gospels? Compare them. 

2. Why was this lavish affection right ? 

3. In what ways did Jesus approve this act ? 

4. Contrast Mary and Judas. 

5. See ii you can discover in the lesson 

Steady company. 
A bad noise. 
Wise wasting and foolish gain, 
A big reputation, 
Evanston, ILL, 
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The Facts of the Quarter 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lessons for this quarter cover a very brief 
period of time, and are in strictly chronological 
order. More than half of them must be placed 

on the same day—Tuesday of Passion Week. 

Lesson 1.—7he Laborers in the Vineyard: This 
parable (or narrative) illustrates the saying at the 
close of the last lesson. ‘Many that are first shall 
be last ; and the last first."" Laborers are hired at 
different hours of the day, but all receive the same 
pay. Many of the details are not likely to have oc- 
curred in real life, but the story emphasizes the free- 
dom of God in dealing with men, and shows that the 
reward is not of works, but of grace. The place was 
somewhere in Perza, and the time in the latter part 
of March, A. D. 30. 


Lesson 2.— Greatness through Service: The lesson 
opens with a description of our Lord's leading his 
followers toward Jerusalem. His coming Passion is 
again predicted. ‘lhen follows the ambitious request 
of James and John, which leads to the discourse 
about ‘‘ greatness through service.” 

Lesson 3.—B/lind Bartimeus: A blind beggar, 
named Bartimezus, hearing that Jesus the Nazarene 
was passing by, cried after him, was rebuked by the 
crowd, but called by Jesus, who heals him. ‘This 
took place just outside of Jericho. 

Lesson 4.—7he Pounds and the Talents : The par- 
able of the ‘‘ pounds” was spoken in Jericho, prob- 
ably at the house of Zacchzus. The parable of the 
talents is part of the discourse to four disciples on 
the Mount of Olives, Tuesday evening, April 4, A.D. 
30. Though having many points of resemblance, the 
two parables differ in many details. Both teach faith- 
fulness, but the earlier one presents testing and. 
training with a small trust,—the later one, proper use 
of large opportunity. 

Lesson 5.—7he Triumphal Entry: This occurred 
on Sunday, April 2, A. D. 30. The journey was from 
Bethany over the Mountof Olivesto Jerusalem. ‘I'wo 
multitudes attended Jesus, one following him and the 
other coming out to meet him, all shouting Hosannas, 
and showing their reverence in various ways. 

Lesson 6.— The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 
Temple : On Monday, April 3, the fig-tree was cursed, 
and on the same day the temple was cleansed (for the 
second time). 

Lesson 7.—7he Wicked Husbandmen: All the re- 
maining lessons of this quarter should be placed on 
Tuesday of Passion Week (April 4) On the way 
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from Bethany the fig-tree was seen to be withered 
away. Inthe temple the authority of Jesus was chal- 
lenged by the rulers, who were answered by a question 
about John the Baptist. A discourse against the rulers 
followed. From this discourse this lesson and the 
succeeding one aretaken. The rulers at once saw 
that this parable was spoken against them. 


Lesson 8.—7he Wedding Feast; This parable re- 
sembles somewhat that of the ‘‘Great Supper,” in 
Luke 14 : 16-24 (see Lesson 1, Second Quarter), but 
differs in many points. The wedding feast of the 
King’s Son gives point to the insolent refusal to accept 
the invitation, and the guest without a wedding gar- 
ment is altogether peculiar. 


Lesson 9.—A Day of Questions: The Pharisees 
and Herodians united in an attempt to entrap Jesus. 
‘They asked about the lawfulness of giving tribute to 
Cesar. But the snare was escaped, by the reply of 
Jesus, which remains a practical principle to this day. 


Lesson 10.—7he Great Commandments; The en- 
counter of Jesus with the Sadducees is passed over. 
The next question was put by a man who seemed to 
be sincere, but was probably a tool of the Pharisees. 
He inquired as to the ‘‘ great commandments.” ‘The 
answer sums upthe moral law, and meets the ap- 

roval of the questioner, who is commended by our 

ord. A question about the Messiah silences the 
opposition. Jesus then denounces the Scribes and 
Pharisees, but commends the poor widow who casts 
her mites into the treasury. 


Lesson 11.—Z7he Ten Virgins: As penne left the 
temple he predicted its destruction, and on the Mount 
of Olives utters a discourse to four disciples, who 
asked about the time of this destruction, which they 
joined with his ‘tcoming.” The lesson is from a 
chapter peculiar to Matthew, and refers to our Lord’s 
coming. The figure 1s of a wedding procession, for 
which the wise virgins were prepared, but the foolish 
unprepared, and excluded from the feast. 


Lesson 12.—T7he Judgment of the Nations: The 
Son of man comes in his glory, all the nations before 
him. They are separated as sheep and goats. Those 
on the right hand are pronounced ‘ blessed,” and 
judged ‘ according to works,"’ but not on account of 
works. ‘These works were done for Christ, in the 
person of his brethren. The opposite judgment is 
then described, and the ‘‘ eternal” results described. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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A Brother on the Supreme Bench 
By S. D. Gordon a 


O ONE could be judge in this case but Jesus. 

He alone touches both sides of the case per- 

fectly. A judge must know both iaw and 

man. He must balance accurately the requirement 

of the law and human action. He must maintain the 

Jaw fully, and yet must understand the man accu- 
rately, so as not to be untrue to him. 

Now in this great case Jesus understands the law. 
We must remember what the law is. It is not a set 
of prohibitions and demands, of thou shalts and 
thou shalt nots. That familiar statement is partial 
to meet the special emergency of sin. ‘The law is the 
perfect will of a perfect God. His will is the purest, 
strongest, wisest, tenderest thing imaginable under 
every possible circumstance. 

Now Jesus knew the will of God fully, for he did 
it perfectly, He was that willin action. That sim- 
ple man, in his daily round of cottage and carpenter- 
shop, in his ministry of teaching and healing and 
serving, in his human character of purity and holi- 
ness, of earnestness and humility, and then in dying 
for sinful men,—he is the will of God personified. 
So the Father himself said three times. 

Jesus can be judge, for he knows the law. 
the law. He is the will of God. 
love-law of God in himself. 
know him. 


He is 
He personifies that 
If you. would know it, 


And Jesus knows man. He was as truly human 
as though only human. He knows al! the instincts 
and longings of human nature at its true best. He 
knows human life in the battle with sin-hurt nature, 
and with sin-stained surroundings. He knows the 
terrific downward moral tug of the spirit atmosphere 
of this earth. He has been tempted like as we. Oh, 
no, quite beyond what we ever knew; tempted like 
us in the sort of temptation, but immensely more in 
its tremendous rush and horrible subtlety. 

He has been tired out by his work. He has been 
hungry. He has been lonely, and in his loneliness 
has hungered for human sympathy. He knows the 
sweets of friendship, and the griefs of friendship 
broken. He has suffered in spirit and in body more 
than any other. Every experience of the human 
heart he knows, except such as comes from sin let in. 

His fingers have played the human musical in- 
Strument, sounding every note. The discords ? No, 
and yes. He doesn’t know them by his own playing. 
He knows them through the excruciating jar of 
others’ false playing. For these don’t belong to the 
instrument. They are the foreign element brought 
in by sin. 
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He is man. He is the only one of the race to 
whom that word belongs fully. He is the man, the 
one-man, the Son of man, gathering up into himself 
all human traits. Do you want a definition of man? 
Look at Jesus. He is the living definition. 


And so Jesus can be judge. He reaches up and 
touches God, and reaches down and touches us; and 
each touch is full. Both meet in him. When we 
would know God we have only to look at Jesus. And 
when we would know man, the real thing of man, 
we need only take hold of Jesus. 

It was he that took human experience up into the 
person of God. There is more of God since Jesus 
went back. Yet so close is the union in love of three 
in one that Father and Spirit felt all that Jesus ex- 
perienced. 


All men will be judged by him, for all can be: 
those in the twilight, and those in the noon flood- 
light ; those of all the ages before he himself was 
here; those who touched him actually during that 
brief visit; and all elsewhere and since. From gos- 
pel-flooded Europe and America, and gloom-dark- 
ened inner Africa; slant-eyed, round-headed Ori- 
entals from jungle and crowded village and worse 
crowded city, and the round-eyed and long-headed 
of Occidental slum and culture, town and farm,—all 
will be before him. 

For he is the Creator and Redeemer, the Preserver 
and blood brother of all. He gave breath to each at 
birth, and gives it continuously to him as he runs his 
race. He gave his blood for each. Most of them 
have never known it. Their brothers who did re- 
fuse to go and tellthem. But this is not their fault, 
and will never be charged against them. He won't 
be hunting for things to charge against them. 

He has been speaking to each one of them unceas- 
ingly of his dying and undying love. In nature’s 
wondrous pleading voice, in the daily providences of 
life, and in a still small but very clear inner voice he 
has spoken. And he has beenheard. As they stand 
before him, and know the sentence, one this way, 
another that, they will say, some gladly, some sadly, 
“Itis right. He spoke tous. We understood.” 


The Judge will take two items into account. The 
great item is sin. That is, the attitude of a man’s 
will to God's will. He who sets his will up against 
God’s, cuts himself off from God. ‘his is the tap- 
root of the thing called sin. He is judged already, 
self-judged; the Judge’s verdict will simply be a 


Statement of what has 7 taken place. 
a 


He who frankly confesses that he has been wrong, 
and has gladly yielded his will to God, comes by 
that simple radical act into closest touch with God. 
It is all done through him whom we know as Jesus. 


For these who gladly come to God there is a fur- 
ther judgment, of the life, how it has been spent; 
the talents, how they have been used. The purpose 
of this judgment is to discern what privilege of serv- 
ice may be safely entrusted. 

May we find both judgments a welcome experi- 
ence because of our Brother and Saviour—Jesus. 

New York City. 
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The Busy Man’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt. 20: 
1-16). The Old Book right up to date as usual, and 
the labor question solved in five little paragraphs,— 
The Job, The Worker, The Wages, The Boss, The 
Union. And we found out that the only union worth 
anything was the union with Heaven, and all the 
other things straighten themselves out beautifully. 
A big lesson for every fellow who gets a ‘‘yaller” 
envelope. 


Lesson 2.—Greatness through Service (Mark 10 : 32- 
45). A lesson chock fullof human nature. Itis wiser 
far to deserve a ‘‘raise”’ than to ask for it. Make 
yourself one of ‘‘the hands”"—man’s and Christ’s— 
and then you are sure to be on the right and the left. 
That invincible combination W. A. A. and I. A. W. T. 
[‘‘ Weare able.” ‘‘I am with thee.”] The inner cir- 
cle of the quick ones. Help Somebody To-day. God 
grant we may all learn this lesson. 


Lesson 3.—Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10 : 46-52). The 
two greatest prayers: ‘‘ Have mercy on me,” ‘‘ Lord, 
remember me.” Let them be your model. The way 
to get what you need is to keep ‘‘hollerin’.” Good 
Cheer is the watchword of Heaven. God mixed it in 
with his beautiful world. ‘The men of faith are the 
blind men. Watch them and see. ‘ Criticism and 
Suggestion for the Good of the Service.” 


Lesson 4.—The Pounds and the Talents (Luke 19: 
11-27). Blessed is the young man who learned this 
lesson of ‘*Occupation.” Then we went up into 
Lancaster County where they have no poor, and 
learned another lesson from those great Dutch farm- 
ers. Dropped in on an ‘‘old conservative congrega- 
tion ”’—but didn't stay. Passed the excuse factory, 
met the atheist, and arrived safely home with Uncle 
Billy and Jerry Fraser. A big day. 
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Lesson 5.—The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11 : 1-11). 
God never sends a man after anything until he has 
the thing there for him to fetch. So remember, the 
‘*colt” will always be ready for you. Things grow 
in this world, both religion and business. If you 
don’t know who is King, look around you. Water- 
melon popularity is a poor thing. ‘‘ Upstairs ” popu- 
larity is the real thing. The look in and the clean 
out of the Master is a daily performance. 


Lesson 6.—The Barren Fig Tree and the Defiled 
Temple (Mark 11 : 12-33). What kind of tree are 
you? Have you ever hunted chestnuts and found a 
fine tree but not a burr? Remember your disgust ? 
Now you know this lesson. Religion has changed 
business from sharp practise to ‘‘ money back.” Be- 
cause Wanamaker and his imitators are mostly Sun- 
day-school folks. 


Lesson 7.—The Wicked Husbandmen (Matt. 21 : 
46). Your life is only a property that you are living 
on. ‘Bought with a price.” You must pay the rent. 
The collector always comes around sooner or later, 
and it is pay up or down you go. How are you treat- 
ing the collectors? Reverence, the greatest word in 
our vocabulary in this yearof grace 1914, because it is 
so badly needed. Reverence for life—the hell power! 


Lesson 8.—The Wedding Feast (Matt. 22: 1-14). 
Plenty of the best at weddings. Christ saved a wed- 
ding once. He always saves a wedding if invited. 
Heaven is a great inviter. Expects the whole family 
tocome. No ‘‘out of politeness” business. An in- 
vitation is a thing to be respected. Scorn one if you 
dare. God is the only host you dare insult through 
his kind invitation. Phe most amazing discovery of 
this lesson is the part that clothes play in the plans 
of Heaven. 


Lesson 9.—A Day of Questions (Matt. 22 : 15-22). 
The place where all questions that perplex the man 
or the race can be answered is at the side of the young 
man of Nazareth. The world has always labeled him 
True.” Life is easy to children. And so plain 
people find life a summer song with heaven at the 
close of the last chorus. Minted in heaven we belong 
to God. 


Lesson 10.—The Great Commandments (Mark 12 : 
28-44). All the good things that ever came to the 
world have had to be demonstrated. Do you want 
to be shown?’ I wanted you to get your eyes on Tom 
Wagner as he will show you this lesson. And then 
~ found out what it really is to.love. Lots do not 

now. Consequently the world is full of unintended 
unhappiness. If I have shown you I have not scrib- 
bled in vain, like most scribes. 


Lesson 11.—The Ten Virgins (Matt. 25: 1-13). In 
dealing with men, always remember the average man 
never gets away from the pull of the first six years 
he spends at the knee of a good mother. The girl 
who becomes an attic lamp, and the girl who gives 
light and cheer to the downstairs. When the ‘‘oil” 
gets into the ‘‘dead’’ church, The sting of the shut 
door and the happy insiders. 


Lesson 12.—The Judgment of the Nations (Matt. 25: 


33° 


31-46). Are you getting ready for the great day and 
engaging your place? Where will you be? ‘Two 
kinds on that day. Ye blessed. Ye cursed. ‘lhe 
searchlight of heaven wipes out all color lines. It is 


found out on that day Who’s Who. To be driven 

away from heaven by the sweetest and gentlest man 

who ever lived with ‘‘ Ye cursed” ringing in the ears 

needs no fire to make a more stinging hell. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for 
a two-cent stamp. 


Holding to the Star.—/ come quickly: hold fast 
that which thou hast, that no one take thy crown 
(Golden Text). An ignorant slave had been given 
the helm of a boat while his master slept, and he was 
instructed to sail straight toward a certain star. 
Under his unskilful handling the boat wabbled until 
the star was behind instead of in front. Thereupon 
the man woke the captain with, ‘‘Massa, come, 
gimme ’nuther star! I’se done sailed a-past that 
one!” Perhaps it is not courteous to liken this pro- 
gressive age to the darkey helmsman, but is not a 
great deal of our crying that we have got past cer- 
tain old standards—the Bible, for instance—due to 
our own ignorant 'shiftings rather than to any real 
progress? The star and the standards are fixed, 
and they are still far, far ahead.—From /. R. Miller, 
D.D. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, London, Eng. The 
prize for this week ts awarded to this illustration, 


What to Hold Fast To. —//o/d fast that which thou 
hast (Golden Text). A young man just starting. 
upon his work in the ministry was one day talking 
to an aged minister in London who had spent a life- 
time in the service. The young man said, according 
to The Christian Citizen: ‘‘ You have had a great deal 
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of experience; you know many things that I ought 


to learn. Can’t you give me some advice to carry 
with me in 77 new duties?” ‘‘ Yes, I can,” was the 
response. ‘‘I will give you a piece of advice. You 


know that in every town in England, no matter how 
small; in every village or hamlet, though it be hid- 
den in the folds of the mountains or wrapped around 
by the far-off sea; in every clump of farmhouses, 
you can find a road which, if you follow it, will take 
you to London. Just so every text which you shall 
choose to preach from in the Bible will have a road 
‘which leads to Jesus. Be sure you find that road 
and follow it; be careful not to miss it once. This is 
my advice to you.”"—Sent by Mrs. R. W. Lowe, 
Delevan, N. ¥. 


The Secret.—Hold fast that which thou hast 
(Golden Text). Lord Palmerston was once speaking 
to a famous French statesman on the comparative 
merits of European soldiers. ‘*‘ French soldiers are 
the bravest in the world,” claimed the Frenchman. 
‘‘Ours are not the bravest in the world,” replied 
Palmerston, ‘‘ but they are brave for a quarter of an 
hour longer than any others.” It is that extra 
quarter of an hour that tells. Many men can wrestle 
in. prayer, but they fail because they don't hold on 
long enough.—From The Christian Endeavor Times. 
Sent by James D, Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. 1. 


Lives That Live.—Ho/d fast that which thou hast, 
that no one take thy crown (Golden Text). At one 
of the Northfield conferences, a few years ago, an 
American missionary to Africa told a story that 
stirred the heart of every listener. He began his 
work with companions as eager as himseif. One by 
one they succumbed to the terrible climate. ‘Three 
he buried—the others he took to the coast and sent 
home. ‘Then he turned back, to stand, utterly alone, 
in the midst of hundreds of thousands of men who 
had never heard the name of God. Again and again 
he tramped the blistered plains; with his tongue so 
swollen that he could not speak. Thirty times he 
was stricken by fever, with no one to care for him. 
Lions attacked him, natives ambushed him; he 
lived upon everything, from ants to rhinoceroses. 
And here was his conclusion: ‘'I know the great 
joy of walking with Jesus Christ in the midst of all 
this; I stand ready at this moment to go through it 
all again for the joy I have ‘had in flashing the word 
Saviour into the darkness of a great tribe! Is it 
God’s will? That makes the wilderness a garden; 
that makes the desert glow with the very presenee 
of God!”"—From The Youth's Companion, Sent by 
Martha Hiling, Larned, Kan. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in egy oe are to the metrical Psalm 
ook ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 

‘* Am I a soldier of the cross?"’ Psalm 97 : I-12. 
‘* Christ for the world we sing."’ (195 : 3, 5. 6). 
** Jesus shall reign where’er the Psalm 50: 1-6, 

sun,"’ (104 : 1-3). 
** My hope is built on nothing less.’’ Psalm 2 ; 1-12, 
** Watchman, tell us of the night.”’ (12 


: I-4). 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ Psalm 16 : 7-11, 


** Work for the night is coming.”’ (26 : 2-4). 
"Ye Christian heralds, go pro- Psalm 98 : 1-9 
claim," (196 : 1, 6,7). # 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, thou who 
dost judge us with a righteous judgment, we thank thee 
that thy justice is always exercised in mercy and in faith- 
fulness. We bring our broken and sin-stained lives to 
thee to-day, and we ask thee to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness, We are glad that our hope is in thee, and 
that itis asure hope. We rejoice in our fellowship with 
thee, and we pray that we may not willingly do anything 
that would impair that fellowship. As we have studied 
_the lessons of the past quarter we have learned much 
about thy teachings as to service; we have heard thy 
teachings about faith and love and watchfulness, and much 
else that has laid hold of our lives. We are not as we 
were when these lessons began ; we are either farther away 
from thee or nearer to thee. As thou knowest our hearts 
to-day, thou art judging us even now, and we pray thee 
that thou wilt abundantly enable us by thine indwelling to 
live in sustained and ever closer fellowship with thee, In 
thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


Questions for a Written Review 

(To be dictated from the desk by the superintendent, and answered 
in writing by the departments in which the questions are to be used.) 

1. What was Jesus’ test of true greatness ? 

2. Tellin your own words the story of blind Bar- 
timeeus. 

3. What did the man in the parable who received 
one talent do with it? Why were the other men 
commended by Jesus ? 
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6. What question did the Pharisees ask Jesus about 
duty toward Cesar? 

7. What did Jesus give as the great: command- 
ments ? 

8. Tell briefly the parable of the Ten Virgins. 

9g. Why ought we to be constantly prepared for 
Christ’s coming ? 

10. In last Sunday’s lesson, for what reason are 
some called to inherit the kingdom, and_others sent 
away into eternal punishment ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Department Helps 











Three-Minute Nature Talks 


By Lee McCrae 
39. From the Wing of a Bird 


EE what I picked up in the yard the other day ! 

A bird’s feather. Isn’t it pretty? And so very 

light! Sometimes I think feathers are the 

most wonderful things God has made. They are all 

alike in some ways, and yet different enough for 

men who study birds to know just by looking at one 
what kind of bird it belonged to. 

And to think that pretty thing grew out of a bird’s 
body, just as hair grows on our heads! Think of 
what they are tothe bird! They keep it warm and 
dry, help it to fly, make it a soft bed, and make it 
ators to look at. You have noticed the way the 

eathers are put on the boat-shaped body? Like 

shingles on a roof. (Fix the hands to show.) Each 
—_ one -has some oil on it that makes the rain slip 
right off, so that underneath feathers and body never 
get wet. And they are so light that the tiniest bird 
can fly through the air. 

Surely God has been exceedingly kind to the birds ! 
They are spoken of over forty times in the Bible, and 
when Jesus was here he said one thing that shows 
how God watches over them : ‘‘Are not five sparrows 
sold for two farthings [that is one cent of our money], 
and yet not one of them is forgotten before God.” 

Isn't that a pretty verse? Say it with me, then let 
us sing our sparrow song : 

** God sees the little sparrow fall ; 
It meets his tender view. 
If God so loves the little birds, 
I know he loves me too.”’ 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—During the summer quarter now closing 
the attendance has probably been more irregu- 
lar than at any other time during the year, 

because of vacation trips. Very few, if any, will 
have been present every Sunday. By this time the 
public schools have resumed regular sessions, so that 
attendance at Sunday-school will be greatly improved. 

This last Sunday of September may be Rally or 
Promotion Day, or Review Sunday. If Rally Day, 
the primary lesson period may be merged into the 
general service for the whole school. 

As each year of graded lessons begins the first 
Sunday in October, some schools may observe Sep- 
tember 27 as Promotion Day, anticipating the intro- 
duction of graded lessons the following Sunday. 

If it is Review Sunday it would be unwise to 
introduce for young children the new thought of 
‘* Jesus, the Judge of Men.” The time may be more 
profitably spent in recalling such incidents from the 
life of Christ as will appeal to children, to help them 
in their daily living, and to prepare for the next 
quarter’s lessons, which continue the life of Christ. 

It would be unwise to mention all the lessons of 
this quarter. Select stories, songs and pictures 
which are adapted to children, It is not necessary 
to review them in the order in which they appeared. 
A review should be so conducted that everybody may 
receive something good to inspire right living. The 
lessons have referred to Jesus and his disciples. 

Review.—As this is the season for fruit harvest, 
use flowers and fruits in your decorations, also suit- 
able pictures. Help the children to recall two kinds 
of fruits from which Jesus taught lessons,—figs and 
grapes. On what do figs grow? What happened to 
the fig-tree? Why? On what do grapes grow? 
Many grape-vines make a vineyard. (See lessons 
for July 5 and August 16.) Fresh grapes are good, 
and grape-skins make fine little bottles to hold the 
juice. If theskins are broken and the juice squeezed 
out, it will soon spoil and turn to wine, which is 
harmful. Temperance children do not drink wine, 
Show other familiar fruits and ask where they grow. 


4. Give briefly an account of our Lord's triumphal« Repeat, ‘ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 


entry into Jerusalem. 

5. In the parable of the king who made a marriage 
feast for his son, what do you think the teaching for 
us is intended to be? 


** Kind hearts are the gardens, 
- Kind thoughts are the roots, 
Kind words are the blossoms, 
Kind deeds are the fruits.”’ 


' good and faithful servant.” 
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Who wanted the best places in Jesus’ kingdom ? 
How did the other disciples feel about it? Who did 
Jesus say was greatest m his kingdom? : 

One time Jesus said to some people, ‘‘ Well done, 
Why did’ he say that? 
Who makes the sun torise? Who causes the rain to 
fall? Sing, ‘‘ Wind, Sun and Rain,” from ‘‘Carols,” 
also ‘* Thank him ! all ye little children.” 

Now I am thinking of a blind man whom Jesus 
made to see. Who can tell that story? How did 
the man show his love for Jesus? Long before, a 
prophet had written in the Bible, ‘‘ Then shall the 
eyes of the blind be opened.” Jesus went about 
doing good. 


‘* His hands were always helping, . 
And his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.”’ 


(Song Stories for the Sunday-school, 15 cents, Summy, Chicago). 


Show a penny. We had two stories about money. 
What questions did Jesus ask when they showed 
him a penny? What did he tell the people to do? 
The other story tells of the time when Jesus watched 
the people putting their money in the offering box. 
Which gift pleased him most? What did he say 
about it? 

Who remembers a story about lamps? Who car- 
ried them? How many lamps were ready? How 
many went out? What was the reason? Mention 
some kinds of lamps which must burn all night. 
Write on the board and repeat, ‘‘ Watch, Be Ready.” 
What did Jesus say about a hen and chickens? How 
does a mother hen care for her chickens? Repeat, 
‘* He careth for you.” 

How many kinds of people can you name? How 
many of them does Jesus love? Sing ‘‘ The World 
Children for Jesus.” Did you collect any pictures or 
post cards, to make into Christmas cards? Jesus 
said, ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye did it,” etc. All the nations 
belong to God’s great family. 

Last of all, I am thinking of a happy procession. 
One man isriding. People are singing as they march, 
and palms are waving. What are the children doing ? 
Sing, ‘‘ Praise him ! all ye little children.” The peo- 
ple said, ‘‘ Behold, thy King cometh unto thee,” 
‘*Hosanna in the highest.” Sing, ‘‘ Crown him, :all 
ye little children.” A new text promises that for 
every one who is faithful there will be a crown in the’. 
kingdom of heaven. Children can be faithful. Re- 
peat, ‘‘ Hold fast that which ‘thou hast, that no one 
take thy crown.” 

Hand. Work,.—Let each child: draw or cut out a 
crown, or give one of gilt paper to each child to paste 
in his book, 

CuIcaco, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Helen Gill Lovett 


1, The crown. 
2. Holding it fast. 


i you ever wish you were a princess? During 
these days of war one princess in Belgium 
works with the Red Cross Society for the 

wounded soldiers, and another is taken on the streets 

every day to give the people courage. Perhaps you 
are a princess. Perhaps you will inherit a kingdom. 

When Jesus Christ the Judge separates the sheep 
from the goats, do you remember what he will say 
to the former? Recall the words, ‘‘Come... inherit 
the kingdom.” Then if you are one of Jesus Christ’s 
sheep you must be a crown princess waiting to in- 
herit a most wonderful kingdom. And the sign of 
this relation to King Jesus is your crown. 

Some crowns are heavy and seldom worn. In the 
Tower of London, carefully —— by men and 
electrical devices, are the wonderful jeweled crowns 
of the king and queen of England. But this crown 
of yours is not heavy to wear, and is worn at all times 
for people to see and recognize your relation to Jesus 
Christ and your inheritance in his kingdom. 

Cut out crowns and take them to class—one for 
each girl. Write Revelation 3: 11 on reverse side, 








[This might be drawn on blackboard, using colored 
chalk for jewels and cross.]} 


Develop these thoughts and let the girls print the 
names. Recal] the lessons of the quarter to illustrate 
them. 

(1) Lesson 11. 

(2) Lessons 2, 3. 
(3). Lessons 482, 6. 
(4) Lessons 4, 2. 
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2. llolding it Fast. 
earth must give up their crowns at death. 
Some have even lost them before death, 
Bring out the idea that a monarch might be 
tired of ruling and voluntarily surrender his 
crown, or an enemy might overpower him, 
or arebellion among his people might give 
it to another, 

When John wrote to the angel of the 
church in Philadelphia he told us also wh:at 
to do with our crown. Readand mark Rev, 
3:11, Why should we hold it fast? Who 
would wish to rob us of our inheritance ? 

llow can we hold it fast ? 

1, By remembering, or holding fast with 
the mind, 

What are we to remember ? 

What Jesus did for us, and what his de- 
cisions as a Judge, According to his stand- 
ard, who are the greatest people, who the 
best workmen, who the really blind ones ? 
What is the reward of good work ? 

2. Hold fast by fixing it in the muscles. 
When we learn to crochet lace we do not 
remember merely the number and kind of 
stitches, but with the needle and thread in 
our hands we do it until itis learned. It is 
so aleo in studying piano music. We do not 
merely visualize aud memorize the notes, 
but we put it into our muscles by practise. 

So also our muscles can help to hold fast 
our crown, How can arms and hands help? 
How our feet? How can lips help? What 
happens if we let our crown go? 

Some girls have not yet accepted this 
crown. liow is it obtained? Is it worth 
asking for? Worth having now? Then let 
us silently ask for it, and having sincerely 
asked, it is yours. Our prayers daily help 
us to hold it fast. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


ILEN we got to Sunday-school last 
Sunday teacher was already there, 

He nearly always gets there first, 

‘*so as 'to occupy the strategic position,’’ he 
says ; but I don’t know just what he means, 

Before school took up he passed aroand 
all the stereoscopic pictures we had used 
during the quarter, for us to sort of refresh 
our minds on, There was the wedding pro- 
cession, and the market-place where Skinny 
wanted to run a lemonade stand, the sheep 
and the goats running together, the priest 
from Samaria with his Bible rolled on two 
sticks, and all the rest of them, 

Ile gathered them all up again before 
opening exercises so they wouldn’t keep us 
from paying attention, Then when class 
took up we had the game he promised us, 

It was something like a spelling-school, 
only we didn’t choose sides, You remem- 
ber we were each to bring in three ques- 
tions, Bumps forgot all about it till he got 
there, but he wrote some just as school 
began on an old envelope he had in his 
pocket. Teacher had written out some, too, 
and he gathered up ours and put them with 
his. Then he had us fix our chairs in a 
row, and he asked the questions around 
the class. 

Skinny Ross was first, and got the ques- 
tion: ** What did Jesus say abouta penny ?”’ 

** Ele said, ‘Give it to the one it belongs 
to,’’’? answered Skinny, forgetting all that 
Jesus really taught them aboutit. But teacher 
just smiled and let it go. 

** Who did the wicked husbandmen stand 
for ?’’ was mine, and I told all about it. 

Bulldog had to explaigggbout the withered 
fig-tree being a kind of prtture of the Jewish 
nation, and of hypocrites to-day. 

Bumps couldn’t think of the answer to his, 
why the wise virgins didn’t lend the foolish 
ones some oil, and so he had to go to the 
foot of the class. But next round he got an 
easy one, and did all right. 

‘Teacher went around and around the class 
till he had used up all the questions and 
some more that he got out of his own head. 
Then he talked about Jesus’ last weeks on 
earth, 

**Did your mother ever go away from 
home on a visit and leave you at home?’’ 
he asked. 

‘*Not mine,’’ answered Skinny, 
couldn’t get along without her.’’ 

Fred Keller said his mother had to go to 
take care of her sick sister last spring. 

‘*What did she say when she left you ?’’ 
asked teacher, 

**Oh, she told me to be good, and to do 
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The monarchs of! my work every night, and not.to forget her, 


and that she would be back pretty soon,”’ 

** Good,’’ exclaimed teacher ; ‘‘ that’s just 
the answer I wanted. ‘These lessons are 
what Jesus said to his disciples and the Jews 
just before he left them, and Jesus told his 
disciples just about what Fred’s mother said 
to him.”’ 

Then he wrote on the blackboard : 





eae 
FAREWELL 

WORDS REMEMBER u " 

| WILL COME BACK 











Wé looked back over the lessons and 
picked out the places where Jesus meant 
each of these points, It was easy to find 
where he said he was going away ; the para- 
bles of the pounds and the laborers told them 
to work for him, and the lesson about the 
judgment meant all the rest. 

Teacher said Jesus intended these same 
things for us to-day, and said the whole 





quarter’s lessons meant ‘* Watch.”’ Then | 
the bell rang, and the review was over. 

Questions for next time are: When was 
this anointing ? Who was Simon the leper ? 
What is alabaster? Who was the woman 
that anointed Jesus? Why did she give him 
such a costly gift? Who was it that grum- 
bled? Why did Judas object? 


Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
I, Beginning. 
Before Sunday-school show all the quar- 
ter's pictures. 
II. Review. 

Ask each boy one of the questions the class 
has handed in, going around and around 
the class. Any one who misses goes to the 
foot. Have some extra questions of your 
own ready. 

Illustrate Jesus’ farewell messages by the 
good-byes of some boy's mother. 

Put an outline of Jesus’ farewell warnings on 
the board, and have the boys hunt out 
which lesson gives each warning. 

Ill. Home-work. 
Each boy a question to look up. 
West TERRE Haute, Inp, 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





The Judge of Men 


LL the lessons of this quarter fall within 
the compass of a few days only, and 
with two exceptions (Lessons 3 and §) 

are concerned with Christ’s teaching, though 
even these two bear on his message and 
claim. It will therefore be appropriate to 
think of them as associated with his attitude 
as the Judge of mankind. For the purpose 
of a review, which will also be a new view, 
we shall look at the Golden Text of each 
lesson, and elicit its main thought in the 
light of each passage, as illustrative of 
Christ’s action as Judge. 


Daily Studies 

Monday.—Lesson 1.—Read Matthew 20: 
1-16: ‘*The Laborers in the Vineyard.’’ 
The Golden Text is Matthew § : 45, and 
suggests Christ’s Jmpartiality, Lesson 2. 
Read Mark 10: 32-45: ‘* Greatness through 
Service.’’ The Golden Text is Mark 10: 45, 
and records Christ’s Condescension, Lesson 
3. Read Mark 10 : 46-52: ** Blind Bar- 
timeus,’? The. Golden Text is Isaiah 35 : 
5, 6, and reveals Christ’s Grace, 

Tuesday.—Lesson 4. Read Luke 19: 11- 
27: **The Pounds and the Talents,”? The 
Golden Text is Matthew 25:21. The thought 
is Christ’s Approval, Lesson §. Read Mark 
i110: 1-11: * The Triumphal Entry,’? The 
Golden Text is Zechariah 9:9. It teaches 
Christ’s Offer. ‘Lesson 6, Read Mark 11: 
12-33: ‘* The Barren Fig Tree and the De- 
filed Temple.’? The Golden Text is Matthew 
7:20. It proclaims Christ’s Message, 

Wednesday.-—Lesson 7. Read Matthew 
21: 33-46: ‘*The Wicked Husbandmen.”’ 
The Golden Text is Matthew 21 : 42. It 
declares Christ’s Justice. Lesson 8, Read 
Matthew 22: 3-14: ** The Wedding Feast.’’ 
The Golden Text is Luke 13: 34. It gives 
Christ’s Appeal, Lessong. Read Matthew 
22 : 1§-22:° ‘A’ Day of Questions.”” The 
Golden Text is Matthew 22:21, It shows 
Christ’s Jnsight. 

Thursday.—Lesson 10.—Read Mark 12: 


28-44: ‘*The Great Commandments,’”’ The 
Golden Text is Luke 10: 27. It reveals 
Christ’s Requirement. Lesson 11, . Read 


Matthew 25 : 1-13: **The Ten Virgins.’’ 
‘The Golden Text is Matthew 25:13. It 
emphasizes Christ’s Ca/Z, Lesson12. Read 
Matthew 25 : 31-46: ‘* The Judgment of the 
Nations.’’ The Golden Text is Matthew 
25:45. It announces Christ’s Decision. 
Friday.—As the lessons of all the three 
| quarters of this year have been so definitely 
| on the teaching of Christ, it is important to 
look at this teaching as a whole, now that 








careful study of all the Gospels, but espe- 
cially the First, indicates that our Lord’s 
teaching assumed four aspects, and was 
marked by four stages. (1) From the com- 
mencement of his ministry to the close of 
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 4: 17 to 
7:29), the theme of Christ’s. teaching was 
the Aiugdom of God. (2) From that time to 
the incident of Caésarea-Philippi (Matt. 8: 1 








| choice of some of the men, like Peter and 
we have practically come to the end of it. A | 


| 








to 16 : 20) the main subject was the Person of 
Christ (see Matt. 16:13). (3) Thencefor- 
ward and up to the opening of the last week 
of the ministry (Matt. 16: 21 to 20: 34) the 
chief message concerned his approaching 
Death. ‘This section may be said to close 
with the interview with the Greeks (John 
12 : 20-36). (4) The teaching of the last 
week was almost wholly concerned with 
Christ’s Advent (Matt. 21 : I to 25 : 46). 
Even the teaching in John’s Gospel (chaps. | 
14-16) was concerned largely with the future, 
subsequent to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
These four phases of teaching—the Kingdom, 
the Person, the Death, the Coming—consti- 

tute the landmarks of the messages of Christ’s | 
earthly ministry, and‘in onie or other of these | 
all the teaching can be included. 





Several | 
books on the teaching of Christ were men- 
tioned in connection with the last quarter’s | 
review (see issue for June 13, p. 375)- 
Saturday.—Reference has already been 
made to the three methods used by Christ 
during his ministry : the Miracles, the Teach- 
ing, and the Work of the Twelve. The 
miracles were the earliest, and were largely 
dealt with in the lessons for 1912. Upto 
the present, as we have seen, this year’s 
lessons have been mainly concerned with the 
second method, the teaching. But all along, 
together with these two, Christ was continu- 
ally influencing and training the Twelve, 
and it is important at the present stage to 
bear in mind this aspect of his earthly minis- 
try. It is only possible to give an outline, 
but the subject is one of great importance. 
(1) Zheir Discipleship. The first stage of 
Christ’s dealings with these men was his call 
to them to become disciples (John 1), The 
second stage was that of definite ministry 
(Luke § : 1-11), and at length came the call 
to specific apostleship (Luke 6: 12-16). A 
disciple is a learner; an apostle is a mission- 
ary, so that the Twelve were the flowering of 
discipleship. (2) Zheir Commission. Christ 
selected those who had listened most intelli- 
gently and lovingly, and set them apart for 
special service. Likea plant that grows long 
and quietly and one day flowers, so these 
men were quietly receiving spiritual impres- 
sions, and at length were summoned to do 
special work. As the long supply of nour- 
ishment in the plant at length displays itself 
in the flower, so these men were enabled to 
do this definite service for their Master (see 
Mark 3 : 13-19). (3) Their Characteristics. 
They did not come from influential or learned 
ranks. Christ wanted men of character,— 
good, impressionable and simple followers. 
Yet wonderful insight was shown in the 


John, who were marked by the possibilities 
of supreme gifts. They were sent two and 
two,—one of the pair apparently supplying 
that which the other lacked. ‘*Two are 
better than one.’’ (4) Zheir Training. 
First and foremost was the definite influence 
of Christ’s character upon them. Then 
would follow the revelation of his teaching 
and miracles, All the while their individu- 
alities were being developed. Not one was! 





} (John 3: 18, 19). 
| the solemnity of this thought of the present 
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the exact counterpart of any of the rest. Ail 


' the differences were utilized by Christ. (5) 


Their Importance. Even in the earthly 
ministry of their Master they occupied a 
very prominent position, but in view of what 
they had to do after his ascension their po- 
sition is seen to be still more important. 
They had no successors in the proper sense 
of the term, since a special qualification was 
required for apostleship (Acts I: 21, 22). 
Four books deal very definitely with this im- 
portant subject of the Twelve: Bruce, ‘*The 
Training of the Twelve’’ (Doran, $1.10) ; 
Latham, ‘Pastor Pastorum’’ (Macmillan, 
$2.50) ; a new book, ‘* The ‘I'welve: Studies 
in Apostolic Temperament,’’ by Rattenbury 
(London, England : C. I. Kelly, 3s. 6d. net) ; 
and a truly valuable and suggestive little 
work which every one should possess and 
study, ** The Apostles as Everyday Men,”’ 
by Dr. Robert Ellis ‘Thompson (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 50 cents), This last will 
be a great help in this study. 


Sunday.—The general topic of the first 
quarter was ‘‘ Jesus the Great Teacher,’’ and 
of the second ** The Seeking Saviour.’’ This 
time we are concerned with ‘*Tesus the 
Judge of Men,”’ and there are few things 
more important than the subject of Christ as 
our Judge. (1) Think of it first as an evi- 
dence of Christianity, [is claim to be the 
Judge, found so often from Matthew 7 : 21-27 
onwards, is one of the most striking features 
in the Gospels, because obviously no one 
could possibly be the judge of all mankind 
unless he were more than man, So that 
this thought of the Judgeship of Christ brings 
us face to face with the old dilemma which 
we have considered again and again: either 
he is God or he is not good. It is impossible 
to exaggerate the significance of this claim of 
Christ, and the various passages which teach 
his judgeship should be pondered with all 
possible care. (2) But Christ as Judge is 
also of immense and intense importance from 
the spiritual standpoint. The passage for 
reading is John.3 : 14-21, and this introduces 
us to the idea of ‘‘judging’’ and ‘* judg- 
ment’? in the Fourth Gospel. A study of 
the various passages will show that judgment 
hereafter is not something that will be inflicted 


arbitrarily by God upon the*sinner, but will» 


simply be the revelations of what the sinner 
himself has been doing all through his earthly 
life. The truth is that we-are really judging 
ourselves here and now. When we are 
brought face to face with Christ, we as it 
were sort ourselves either for or against him 
A Concordance will show 


action of every man in judging himself, 
Like the photographic plate or film which 
receives impressions and is afterward de- 
veloped, we are now receiving and making 
impressions on our own character which one 
day will be revealed in the clear light of 
God’s judgment. The developing process 
does not put the picture on the film or plate, 
and the judgment hereafter will simply be 
the revelation of what we are in the present 
life. This should give seriousness to all our 
thoughts, words and deeds, so that hereafter, 


. by the grace of God, we may be able to say 


concerning our life, ** What I have written I 
have written.’’ This thought of present 
judgment js equally applicable to the be- 
liever, because, although he will not be 
judged in regard to his sins (John 5: 24), 
yet he will be tested and judged in regard to 
his faithfulness to the grace of God given 
from his conversion (1 Cor, 3: 11-15). We 
have already seen this in the parable of the 
pounds and the talents, and it is vitally im- 
portant that we should so live as to obtain in 
that day our Lord’s commendation of * the 
good and faithful servant.’’ 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











SOMETIMES wonder if we make the 
occasion of family worship enough of 

a prayer feast for others, and especialls 

for the church of Christ, for our pastor, for 
our Sunday-school superintendent and ‘teach- 
ers, and for all who are identified in Christian 
activity in the immediate community of our 
own church worship. It means so much 


more to the family and to the children to 
identify the home with those who are active 
participants in the work of the church. As 
a pastor I have always felt a very definite 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 (John 3 : 14-21) 


feeling of gratitude toward those who have 
prayed for the pastor and his work. There 
can very seldom arise an opposition or hard 
feeling toward existing leaders and the work 
of the church if there is earnest prayer 
that God may bless that work and those who 
lead in it. 

Many years ago, calling in a home in the 
parish of a friend, I was grieved to hear un- 
kind. words spoken about their pastor, al- 
though I knew him to be a man of God and 
one who was giving his whole self to the 
parish. The occasion of the injustice was a 
feeling that he had not called sufficiently often 
upon them, and that he had not gotten hold 
of the boys in their home, The mother who 
spoke was a good Christian woman, but she 
denounced the pastor without hesitation. I 
was grieved, but did not know what to say. 
Finally I asked her if they prayed for their 
pastor at family prayers, She said, ‘* Why, 
no; we used to, but we never think of it 
now, because we are not as fond of him as 
we once were.’’? ‘Do you not think,’’ I 
said, **that that is the very reason why you 
should pray for him the more? May it not 
interest your boys and others in him to know 
that you are really praying for him, and not 
complaining about him?’’? She promised 
me she would. I subsequently learned that 
that home had changed its attitude to the 
church and pastor, Prayer lifts us out of 
ourselves up to God, and out of our littleness 
into his greatness, 





September 21 to 27 


Mon.—The Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt. 20: 
1-16). Greatness Through Service (Mark 
10 : 32°45). 

If we grow in the knowledge and likeness 
of the Master we will serve more and more. 
Lite’s joy will consist of doing for others, 
The labor of love is the sacrifice of self. 
There is no joy in all the world equal to the 
joy which results from doing for others, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Think over your 
own faults and failings and ask God to 
grant victory over them, Occasionally, when 
your heart prompts it, ask God to help you 
personally, confessing before him in prayer 
the fatling in which you may have injured 
another. Lt will touch the heart af your 
child. 


Tues.—Blind Bartimeus (Mark 10: 46-52). The 
Pounds (Luke 19 : 11-27). 
We receive not because we ask not. The 


rebuke of the multitude could not silence 
this blind beggar who had faith combined 
with his need. What a thrill came to him 
when he heard the word, ‘‘ Rise, he calleth 
thee.’’ Joy, faith, sight, salvation, and disci- 
pleship go together. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to fill 
our hearts with lovetohim, Ask for joy- 
ful, happy, contented lives. 
ability to encourage and help others. Ask 
for faith and persistence, and take to God 


in prayer the real and vital needs of each | 


day and every member of the home circle, 


Wed.—The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11: 1-11). 
The Barren Fig-tree and the Pefiled 
Temple (Mark 11: 12-33), 


The wearied body of the Master and the 
saddened heart of Christ must have been 
strengthened and warmed by the manifest 
devotion and loving appreciation of the tri- 
umphal entry. Manya sad and hard mo- 
ment must have been eased by the remem- 
brance of those glad faces and and the sweet 
voices of those joyful children, We have 
chances every day to gladden the heart of 
the Master. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Enumerate and 
think through the many constant gifts and 
blessings God has sent into our lives: dbless- 
ings which we take for granted, and seldom 
if ever consider or recognize. 





Ask for the | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
' 
| 


Thank him | 


for his patience and forbearance with us, | 


Jor his confidence and trust in us, for the 

responsibilities he places upon us. 

Thurs.—The Wicked Husbandman (Matt. 21 : 33- 
4%). The Wedding Feast (Matt. 22: 
1-14). 

It is often true that those who are the 
chosen friends of Christ in the sense of in- 
heritance and spiritual surroundings, fail to 
see and accept their blessings. 
their lives with other things and other in- 
terests that the most important and most 
valuable blessings of life are overlooked. 
Some time they, like the prodigal, will come 
to themselves and say, ‘** How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish here with hunger.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ju prayer remem- 
ber that you are addressing the Almighty 


| 


| 


So filled are | 





| ples stricken with poverty and want. 
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God, and let sincere devotion and reverence 
characterize your manner and words. Care- 
less approach to God does not arouse spir- 
ttual response in others, nor engender wor- 
ship. Be natural, but be whole-souled and 
devout, and approach God with holy awe 
and reverential fear. 


Fri.—A Day of Questions (Matt. 22 : 15-22). The 
Great Commandments (Mark 12 : 28-44). 

How wisely Christ answered these insin- 
cere questioners who would ensnare him. 
He read their hearts; he rebuked their in- 
sincerity ; he caught them in their own trap; 
he turned their cunning into open ridicule ; 
and he convinced them of his power. The 
foolish and ingenuine critic will always be 
worsted if we will bring him into direct con- 
tact with Christ and his loving word. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for our 
schools and colleges, so recently beginning 
their fall work. Pray that boards of trustees 
may consider first the character of teachers 
rather than merely their training and spe- 
cial fitness. Pray for teachers that they may 
teach truth as well as the knowledge con- 
cerning truth, That they may make charac- 
ter, as well as guide in scholarship. 


Sat.—The Ten Virgins (Matt. 25 : 1-13). 

The five wise virgins took oil because they 
were wise, the five foolish did not because 
they were foolish. The deed did not make 
them wise or foolish, but was the result of 
their inward state. ‘There is one sure way 
to gain wisdom, and thus always be pre- 
pared (see James 1 : 5): ‘‘ If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a sense 
of need in prayer. Pray that God may 
teach us how to pray, and give us the desire 
to spend time in prayer. Pray for true dis- 
cernment in prayer. Pray for a sense of 
Go.t’s nearness and presence when we pray. 
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Do You Know 
Content Patterson? 


ae 


The Sunday School Times wants you to 
know her; and here is her introduction 








ae 


sae ONTENT PATTERSON”? is a name held in loving gratitude in 

many hearts to-day ; but this circle is going to be widened to world 

dimensions by the new work upon which Miss Patterson is just 
starting. Circumstances are obliging Miss Helen Gill Lovett to lay down 
her leading of ‘‘ My Class of Girls’’ in ‘The Sunday School Times,—a work 
which has won the hearty appreciation of the readers and editors ; and it is 
this every-week lesson-help that Miss Patterson now takes up. Her prepa- 
ration for her new service is extraordinary. 


ISS PATTERSON is Educational Director of the Moody Church 
Sunday School of Chicago. A graduate of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, she combines deep spirituality and the warm, personal touch 

with an expert knowledge of hand-work, the appeal to the ‘‘ eye-gate,’’ and 
the best that modern teacher-training method has to offer. Her work offers 
striking evidence that conversion and commonsense go hand in hand, that 
spirituality does not mean tactlessness, that prayer means power for the life 
that now is and for that which is to come. 





Pray for the joy and fellowship of prayer, 


and pray Jorwillingness to take time to pray. | 


Sun.—The Judgment of the Nations (Matt. 25: 
31-46). 
There is no greater need at this time in 
the world’s life and history than to show the 
power and spirit of Christ nationally. What 


opportunity and obligation this awful, vast | 


war in Europe gives to the United States. 
To comfort, alleviate, and help in sorrow, 
suffering, and need. ‘The coffers of our 
nation must be open to assist the suffering, 
and our hearts must be open to the an- 
guished cry of the broken and perishing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray much for all 
who are suffering from this cruelwar, for 
homes bereft and children fatherless, For 
widows struggling losupport young children. 
For nurses caring for the sick. For soldiers 
dying on the battlefield. For cities and peo- 


that the open “sore of war may be healed 
speedily, 
% 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


51. What was the curse of Cain? 


52. What is the first blessing mentioned in 
the Bible ? 

53- What natural events has God promised 
shall never cease while the earth re- 
maineth ? 

54. What sign has God given that never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth ? 

55. Which one of the patriarchs married his 
half-sister ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


46. The curse of the serpent—‘‘ upon thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 


eat:...and I will put enmity between | Girls. 


thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed’’ (Gen. 3 : 14, 15). 

47. Unto Adam as part of the curse for dis- 
obedience (Gen. 3 : 19). 

48. Adam was put out of Eden lest he eat of 
the tree of life (Gen. 3 : 22, 23), and 
brought death to himself by eating of 
the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2 : 17; 


3: 19)., | 


| 49. The flaming sword that turned every way 


to keep the way of the tree of life(Gen. | 
3 3 24). , 
50. Abel and Cain (Gen. 4 : 2); \ 


Pray | 


OR fourteen years she was employed as a Christian worker in a Chicago 
hospital, visiting the sick and dying, and holding meetings six days a 


week. She has served as Sunday-school visitor and pastor’s assistant 
in a Chicago church. For fifteen years she taught a young women’s Bible 


class. For four years she taught teacher-training classes for the Cook 
County Sunday School Association. One who knows her well ranks her 
among the first dozen women in this country in the Sunday-school field ; 
and she is in constant demand for convention and committee work. 





AS THE Moody Sunday-school Miss Patterson carries a weekly class, 
of those who are already teaching, through a two-years’ training 
| course ; she teaches another training class of the cream of the young 
|men and women of the Senior Department; and she teaches a Young 
| Women’s Bible Class of some two hundred members,—the missionary offer- 
‘ings of which exceed the sum of its other gifts. She has entire charge of the 
Moody Sunday-school office, including records, rolls, supervision of visita- 
tion, and secretarial work. She is looked to more than any one else for 
| the vitally important work of selecting new teachers. Even music has not 
| been neglected, for she is a good musician and accompanist, a leader of 
| choirs and choruses. She is also President of the Young Women’s Home 
of the Moody Church. 





N THESE varied fields Miss Patterson uses many opportunities for per- 
sonal work, and has been notably blessed in winning souls to Christ and 
in leading souls out of spiritual difficulties. Best of all, she knows by 

_personal experience the keeping power of the Lord Jesus Christ: ‘‘the 

victorious life’’ is not a merely inspiring phrase to her; it is ‘‘the Life that 
|is Christ’’ received and continued by faith in Him. 


| 


ET with all her wealth of equipment Miss Patterson has now taken up 
the teaching of a class of girls in their earlier teens in order to give to 
readers of The Sunday School Times, every week, the tested results 

| of her plans for teaching the International Uniform Lesson to ‘‘ My Class of 
| Girls.’? Her first article for teachers of girls’ classes will appear in next 
| week’s issue of The Sunday School ‘Times, commencing the Fourth Quar- 
iter’s lessons. It is safe to prophesy that, although labeled for ‘‘Girls,’’ 
| Miss Patterson’s teaching hints will be used by many who teach others than 
Her outlines, her hand-work and home-work suggestions, and her 
| searching applications of the lessons’ heart-truths, are such that teachers of 
| classes of both boys and girls and men and women are likely to realize that, 
| whatever other help they use, they ‘‘ must see what Con‘ent Patterson has 
to say this week.’’ 


Still another new lesson-writer, of brilliant record 
and achievement, joins The Sunday School Times 


staff next week. A full announcement of his work 
will appear with his first article 
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RALLY DAY 
in Your 
Sunday- School 


@ The custom of welcoming the 
pupils on Rally Day with an attract- 
ive souvenir of the day is fast be- 
coming popular in our Sunday- 
schools. In many of the schools 
an appropriation is made from the 
school treasury to meet the expenses 
of the day, and the added interest 
and enthusiasm of the pupils has 
made the plan worth all the cost. 


@ This year we have selected two 
appropriate. Scripture Wall ‘Texts 
for your consideration as Rally Day 
Souvenirs. They are printed on fine 
white cardboard in several colors, 
size 5x834 inches, with a dainty silk 
hanger. These texts with their mes- 
sages of hope and promise make a 
fitting adornment to any room, and 
would be welcome gifts to the pupils 
of your school. Each card bears a 
beautiful flower design in its natural 
colors. The texts are as follows: 





l. Go Forward. 
Exod. 14: 15. 


In the strength of the Lord. 
Psa. 71 : 18. 
Then thou shalt have Good Success. 
Josh. 1 : 8. 








2. I will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings. 
Ezek. 36: I1. 
I the Lord have spoken it, and I will 
do it. 
Ezek. 36 : 36. 











@ We can supply these souvenir 
_cards if ordered direct from our 
office at 50 cents per dozen, or 
$4.00 per hundred, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 








A Monthly Bureau of Information 





|For Those Doing Graded Work 


Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


TRENTON, N. J.—It is rather late to ask the 
question, but is there anything we can do to 
help our pupils in vacation time? ‘The 
mothers have such a hard time on the Sundays 
away from home.—J. L. C. 


HE Sundays at the seaside are perhaps 
more distracting than those in the 
country, and it is more difficult for the 

mothers to maintain the ‘religious atmos- 
phere.’’ At home the regular routine of 
church and Sunday-school takes several 
hours of-the day, and books and other treas- 
ured possessions can be made use of to fill 
the hours. In the country, too, the church 
and Sunday-school can sometimes be at- 
tended, but then the remaining hours must 
be planned for. But at most shore resorts 
the problem is more difficult, unless they 
keep away from the boardwalks and beach 
entirely, which is not likely to happen. If 
it were early in the season you might have a 
meeting of the mothers, and talk over the 
situation and prepare for it. As it is, you 
may still help a few, and save the suggestion 
to work out another year in the beginning of 
the season. ‘The following are a few of the 
things which teachers and mothers are doing. 

First of all, the Sunday-school can furnish 
a printed vacation card which in itself is a 
suggestion to the home and to the pupil that 
they expect attendance at Sunday - school 
during vacation. Again, the pupils in the 
Junior grades should be supplied with the 
| helps which are needed for the preparation 
of the Sunday-school lesson, and with the 
Graded Lessons their completed hand-work 
should be expected. Everything should be 
done to aid them, such as furnishing them 
with covers to keep their books clean, cray- 
ola, if such is needed,—anything, in fact, to 
make the work attractive and easy to_re- 
member. 

For the younger children the little folders 
or papers containing the story can be bound 
together in an attractive cover and given in 
advance, not to the children, but to the 
mothers, This will furnish the mothers with 





the children up-to-date with their Sunday 
work, 

A suggestion which might be made for 
homes where The Sunday School Times is a 
weekly visitor is to clip, week by week, the 
story for the children, Even if read and 
enjoyed when the paper arrives, they wil 
serve this other purpose. Clip evenly on the 
column edge. Provide the children with 
| heavy paper, let them paste the story, one 
column only, on the sheet of paper, either 
on the side or middle, and then in the re- 
maining space illustrate the story, ‘There 
may be original drawings, or pictures which 
they may clip for the purpose. This makes 
a fine rainy-day occupation. Of course, but 
one story should be given to one child at a 
time, or one story toa group. Stories from 
other magazines could be used in a similar 
manner, 

Nature is an unfailing delight. The birds 
and trees, the bees and flowers, the sea and 
shells, and the great expanse of sky with the 
clouds by day and stars by night, furnish an 
| opportunity to the thoughtful mother. 

If books are not available to give informa- 
| tion, there still remains the Book of books 
| from which some verses can be called for 

memory, and that without making it a task. 
Where there are several children, the older 
| ones could look up a subject in the concord- 
jance in the back of the Bible. Give such 
| words as firmanent, stars, sea, sun, etc. At 
bedtime, when the children need quieting, 
have one text only repeated and talked about 
| if necessary. If the children can return to 
| their homes with a feeling of reverence for 
God’s handiwork, much has been accom- 
plished. 

At the shore the sand is a never-failing 
source of delight, and can be utilized to the 
| profit of the children, One father, knowing 
| the constructive ability of his sons and their 








delight in warlike stories, found that by read- | 
ing a story to the boys, talking it over and | 
making a few suggestions, he would soon | 


have them constructing in the sand the scene 
of the story, and living the story over again. 
These boys were soon the center of attrac- 


the Bible story for Sunday reading, and keep | 


tion, and from the mere piling of sand the 
children began constructive and creative 
work which was a delight to all, In later 
years, when the children were older, the 
geography of the Ifqly Land was given them 
in the same interesting way. 

Again, the shells in all their delicate 
beauty, the seaweed, or the ferns and flowers 
and grasses, can be collected as gifts for 
friends. Discourage the wild, frantic gath- 
ering of large bunches. The children can 
be helped to discriminate, to get the dainty 
and perfect shells, the fragrant grasses. 
These may be for their own treasure-box, to 
be talked over in the winter days, or they 
may be gifts for friends. If the childven 
have been taught to take blue-prints, they 
will have charming gifts for friends on their 
return, or to give at the Christmas season, 

A very little makes a child happy, and if 
the time which the parents give them can be 
such that it turns the child’s attention and 
interest in a constructive direction the re- 
sults of their summer outing will be much 
| more satisfactory. 
| But what has the Sunday-school teacher to 
do with this? Why, everything. A few 
suggestions along this line to the mothers 
will many times be all that is needed, and 
once the conversation is turned in this chan- 
nel when Sunday-school calls are being made, 
the teachers will soon collect a variety of 
experience and helpful suggestions which 
can be passed on to other mothers. 

Why not get ready this winter for next 
summer by making this the subject of one of 
the mothers’ meetings? What more profit- 
able thing could be done than having the 
mothers together help themselves to help 
the children in such a practical way? 

Not many mothers would interest them- 
selves in sand-piles and sand-maps for them- 
selves, but they would do much to be able 
to help the children. 

Why not try it ? 

%. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


What has been the gain in number of Home 
Departments and membership during the last 
three years? 





HE official figures of the International 

Association are as follows:: 1911, 14,- 

700 Home Departments, 644,417 mem- 

bers; 1914, 26,578 Home Departments, 

788,057 members ; gain, 6,878 Departments, 
143,640 members, 

The statistics show a growth of nearly 
thirty-five percent in number of depart- 
ments, and twenty-two percent in member- 
ship. Mr. William Hamilton, chairman of 
the International Home Department Com- 
mittee, stated in a conference at Chicago 
that three years ago one school in nine had 
a Home Department, while now the propor- 
tion is one to six and one-half. Mr. J, 
Shreve Durham, superintendent of the Home 
and Visitation Department, called attention 
to the fact that while the number of Sunday- 
schools on the continent has increased by 
three thousand during the last triennium, 
the number of Home Departments has in- 
creased by more than six thousand. 





It is not quite clear to us just how an organ- 
ized adult class may help the Home Depart- 


ment. Please explain explicitly. 


ANY people who cannot conveniently 
attend the class sessions regularly 
would study the lessons if held to it 

by class membership. The Home Depart- 
ment section of an organized class includes 
those who for any reason do not attend the 
class sessions, but who study the lessons in 
the home or elsewhere, the membership 
committee being ‘interested in non-attending 
members of the class, just as they are in the 
active members, 

Various reasons (or excuses) are given 
when a prospective member declines to join 
a class. According to the new plan, if he 
refuses active membership, he may become a 
member of the Home Department section of 
the class, He simply promises to study the 
lessons at the time and in the place most 
| convenient for himself, He will be given a 














WE ceed. 





LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 (John 3: 14-21) 
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quarterly and a record envelope. At the end 
of the quarter one of the membership com- 
mittee (taking the place of a Visitor in a 
regularly organized Home Department) will 
call upon him, leave a new quarterly, and 
take up his record envelope for the quarter 
just finished, 

The member of the Home Department 
section of an organized class will receive at 
least four friendly calls a year from the mem- 
bership committee, a birthday greeting, an 
invitation to the class picnic, the class ban- 
quet, class socials, etc., and invitations to 
the special occasions of the Sunday-school. 

‘This new plan of Adult Bible Class super- 
vision should increase the membership of 
men in the Home Department, while in no 
way decreasing the active class membership. 
‘‘It is a man’s job to get men,”’ 

Moreover, by this practicable new plan, 
the number of women connected with the 
I’ome Department should be largely in- 
creased. The membership committee of an 
organized women’s class will first try to get 
new members into the class, but if impera- 
tive household duties or any other reasons 
prevent, they may join the Home Depart- 
ment section of the class, and thereafter be 
under the care of the class-membership com- 
mittee, 

Adult class supervision of the non-attend- 
ing members of adult classes will not inter- 
fere with the working of a regularly organ- 
ized Ilome Department. ‘The department 
will go on as before, the adult classes look- 
ing after those who join their Home Depart- 
ment section. The plan will add influence 
to any Home Department, and to the size 





and strength of any organized class. Some 
members of the Home Department section | 
will, through an occasional attendance upon 
class sessions, or through the influence of | 
some class activity, graduate into the main 
class, 


% 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


ILLINOIS—Do you think it would add to the 
interest and efficiency of an adult class to be- 
long to one of the large Bible class move- 
ments, such as the Baraca and Philathea 
classes? What do you think of ‘'’The Loyal 
Movement" ?—D. W. M. 


T IS a decided advantage for an Adult 
Bible class to touch elbows wtth other 
classes. A sense of continent-wide fel- 

lowship is always stimulating, and brings 
much encouragement. ‘The Baraca, Phila- 
thea, and Loyal Movement classes have done 
much for the study of God’s Word and for 
the building up of the kingdom. Leaflets 
describing their work can be secured by ad- 
dressing their headquarters, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
—Mr, E. J. Meacham is the superintendent 
of the Loyal Movement. A number of the 
deneminations have planned denominational 
movements, 

An International certificate of recognition 
can be secured by making application to 
your State Sunday School Association office. 
This wili put you in touch with the classes 
of the entire continent, 





OuIO.—What are the duties of the presi- 
dent of a woman's Bible class? Is it for the 
best good of the class to have four teachers 
taking turns in the class teaching ?—R. W. E. 


HE duties of the president of a woman’s 
class are as numerous as the activities 
of the class would indicate. The ac- 

tivities of the class are limited only by the 
needs of the church, the Sunday-school, the 
community, and the world, and the ability 
and willingness of the class to meet those 
needs, Among the duties of a woman’s 
class president may be mentioned : 

1. To preside at the Sunday session, and 
at all other sessions of the class. 

2. To protect the teacher from all need- 
less interruptions, and see that the lesson 
period is not trespassed upon by other in- 
terests, 

3- To study the ability of each woman in 
the class, and assign all to the committees 
where they can serve with greatest efficiency. 





4. To attend the meetings of all standing 


committees, and seek in every possible way | 


to help them to do effective work. 

5. lo keep close to the teacher, and help 
to keep the business and social life of the 
class in the closest possible relationship with 
its spiritual life. 

6. Toattend conventions, conferences, and 
training schools where adult class work is 
being considered, in order to be able to give 
helptul counsel to the various class officers 
and committees, 

7. To read regularly one or more journals 
on religious education and adult class work, 
and read the books recommended by the 
denominational leaders for the Adult Bible 
Class Reading Course. 

Asa rule, itis better for a class to have only 
one teacher at a time. There may be excep- 
tions, 





ILLINOIS.—I wish to get the best advice 
about a Men’s Bible C Our Sunday- 
school is probably the largest in this little city 
of 2500. We have an average attendance of 
about 150. ‘There is a young men's class of 
about ten members made up mostly of young 
men just getting out of their teens. ‘Then we 
have two adult classes, mixed, in which there 
are about six and eight men, respectively. 
‘There are many men in our church and con- 
gregation and outside who should be in some 
Bible class, but who do not attend Sunday- 
school. We have several men wha might be 
willing to teacha men's class. One is a retired 
district court judge, and a very devoted church- 
member ; another is the superintendent of our 
schools ; then there are ready helpers. Would 
you advise us to start an organized Men's Bible 
Class? 


OU are to be congratulated on having 
such splendid material on which you 
can draw for teachers and officers. 

Where the conditions are at all favorable, 





10% More for Your Money 


Quaker Oats is put up also in a 25-cent size, nearly three times as 
By saving in packing it offers you 10 per 
See how long it lasts. 


large as the 10-cent size. 
cent more for your money. 











and where you have adequate leadership, I | 
would always recommend at least two classes | 
for men—one for young men, say from twenty | 
to possibly thirty, and another for men past | 


thirty. In many schools there are classes of 
older men, say from forty-five or fifty up. 


MISSOURI.—I have a mixed class of about | 
forty married people ranging from thirty-five to | 


seventy years old. 


I would like to give them | 


an entertainment at my home, and will be | 


very grateful to you for any suggestions that 
would help me to give them an enjoyable time. 
. C, 


—Ss 
N a class like yours it is difficult to plan 
social occasions that would be equally 


interesting to the youngest as well as the | 
oldest members, There are two things which | 


should obtain in every class social : 


1. It should not be merely humorous, but | 
have somewhere in the evening something | 


of a very practical and helpful nature. 
2. 0 
possible, always be invited, 


ers than class members should, if | 


For help in the social features of your pro- | 


gram I recommend ‘ Bright Ideas for Enter- 
taing,’’ by Mrs, Herbert B, Linscott (George 
W. Jacobs & Co., 50 cents), and ‘' Eighty 
Pleasant Evenings,’’ by Lilian M. Heath and 
Florence M. Kingsley (United Society of 
Christian Endeavor, 35 cents). 

I would suggest the following subjects for 
discussion or presentation by lecture, reading 
course, or conference: Parents’ problems, 
social service studies, missions, evangelism, 
and any church or community problems 
which need your help in their solution, 


% 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association, 


I am the superintendent of our Sunday- 
school, and one of the problems I am facing is 
how to secure trained teachers, What can 
I as superintendent do to this end? 


A* INTERESTED superintendent can 

in this day always find a way to train 

teachers for his school, ‘The material 

is at hand waiting to be developed. The 

plans have been made, and need only be 
put into execution. 

Your first step should be to secure the 
circulars provided by your denomination and 
by your‘ State Sunday School Association. 
This printed matter will tell you about text- 


( Continued on next page) 











Vim-Food & 


Made Inviting 


AGiant Food witha Fairy Flavor 


This is why Quaker Oats—nearly all the world over—holds 


the dominant place among foods. 
dred nations send here now to get it. 


It is vim-food made delightful. 


Nature stores in every dish a battery of energy. 
y y gy 


stands supreme as a source of vitality. 


And why peoples of a hun- 


This grain 


We make it welcome— 


make it desirable—so that children eat it liberally and often. 


Unless children love the food that holds them, these price- 


less elements are lost. 
dance—else they suffer from the lack. 


Don’t force them to this food of foods. 


luscious Quaker flavor. 


They need them daily—need an abun- 


Win them by the 


Quaker Oats 


These big, white flakes are made 
of only the richest, 





plumpest grains. 
We pick out for 
Quaker just the 
cream of the oats. 
We get but ten 
pounds from a 
bushel. 

These we treat by 
dry heat, then by 
steam. Hoursof this 
treatment enhances 
the flavor. ‘The re- 
sult is this match- 
less taste and aroma 
which millions send 
over seas to get. 


Quaker 
Cooker 


We have made to our or- 
der—from pure Aluminum 
—a perfect Double Boiler. 
It is extra large and heavy. 
We supply it to users of 
Quaker Oats, for cooking 
these flakes in the ideal way. 
It insures the fullness of 
food value and flavor. See 
our offer in each packake. 











That is why you should always 


say Quaker. It costs 
you no extra price. 
And no puny grains 
— starved of their 
flavor—are in it. 

It means a win- 
some dish. And 


children and 


grow n-u ps—who 
all need vim—will 


eat enough to 
get it. 
Make a 30-day 


test of Quaker in 
big dishes and note 
the result in vi- 
tality. 


10c and 25c per Package 
Except in Far West and South 
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Anybody 
Can Sing! 


© YOU believe that any Sun- 
D day-school, any congregation 
and any individual can sing praises to 
God? A man who has doubtless 
had as great success as any one living 
in getting people to sing gospel songs 
at heart pitch says: ‘* Z have gone on 
the principle that any one can sing. 
They may not be able to sing tunes, but 
they can sing.”’ 


This man, whose life passion is not 


singing, but soul-winning, is CHARLES | 


M. ALexanpErR. An article on * The 
Soul-Winning Power of Song” has been 
written for The Sunday School Times 
by this prinee of gospel song leaders. 
This article, containing Mr, Alexander’s 
richly illuminating experiences, and 
illustrated by striking photographs of 
the author, will form a leading feature 
in a special ** Church and Sunday-School 
Music Number” of The Sunday School 
Times, to be published September 26, 


ee SK the readers of The Sunday 

School ‘Times !"" On some sub- 

jects that is the best way to get 
valuable Sunday-school information. 
That's why the Editor last spring asked 
the Times readers seven questions about 
the hymn-book used in church, Sunday- 
school, or prayer- meeting. Letters 
came from many states telling the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of hymn-books 
in use, and a full page symposium of 
these letters will appear in the Music 
Number. 


K EEN interest is displayed by: Times 
readers in the answers given 
when the Editor asks for letters 

from them. And a likeinterest-is taken 

in the department which discusses ques- 
tions raised by the readers themselves. 

In ‘* Notes on Open Letters” in this 

Special Music Number will be published 

a lively discussion of two views of the 


use of a baton and in methods of secur- | 


ing a hearty response when leading the 
singing. 


we DON'T see why some one doesn’t 

publish a hymn-book filled with 

gems,” said a Sunday-school su- 
perintendent, Is there anything wrong 
with his complaint ? 
on Choosing and Using a Sunday-school 
Hymn-Book” is a coutribution that does 
exactly what its title calls for, And it 
shows that it is possible to have a book 
filled with good hymns and not know 
how to find the ‘* gems.” 


‘6 WT WAS advertised in The Sunday 
I School ‘Times,” is a remark fre- 
quently offered in proof of the 
value of an article in question, With 
these special music articles as guides, 
you are likely to find the advertisement 
columns of this Music Number of excep- 
tional value in directing you to hymn- 
books and other musical supplies that 
can be depended on. 


HEN the music-teacher in the 
day-school wonders why the chil- 
dren *‘ have forgotten so much” 

over the Saturday and Sunday holidays, 
does it ever occur to her to blame it on 
the Sunday-school and the training in 


singing that her children have received | 
There is a reason why the Sun- | 


there ? 
day-school should ** learn from day-school 
music,” and a brief article by Miss LEE 
McCrae will tell how it is being done in 
the great Sunday- school city of . Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. 


 YOU.were asked to mention four 
things that you believe the singing 


in your Sunday-school should ac- ; 
An-ex-+ 


complish, what would they be ? 
perienced music leader answers tls 
question in an illuminating way in an 
article that tells ** What Sunday-School 
Singing is For.” 


** Practical Hints | 
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| Adult Class Questions 


(Continued from preceding page) 


books, and will show the plans that are now 
working successfully in many Sunday-schools, 

Furnished with this information, consult 
your pastor and secure his co-operation, 
Perhaps he will be ready to preach a sermon 
on the very great importance of Sunday- 
| School teaching and the necessity for training 
| for such service, Consult your pastor re- 
garding all the plans, 
| Do personal work, enlisting the interest 
| of a few people who will be quick to respond 

to your plea, so that they will help you to 
| interest others, 

Call your teachers together for a special 
| evening meeting. ‘Talk teacher-training. 
| Show the text-book, Have some one teach 

a sample lesson, or give an outline of the 
| course of study, and proceed immediately to 
| formaclass, Put your own name down as 
a member, and enroll the class. Announce 
the first meeting, and begin at once, even 
though only a very few start with you. More 
will join later if you will do earnest work. 
Secure the most competent leader you can 
find, That one may be yourself, or the pas- 
tor, or possibly some thoroughly good worker 
who has not been called to service in the 
school, 
ning, and the interest will grow. 

‘The superintendent should also plan to 
have a class of young people who will take 
the training course at the regular Sunday- 
school period. It is usually yuite easy to 
find a few young people of sixteen to eighteen 
years of age who will go into a class that will 
do this definite work, Every Sunday-school 
should have a permanent teacher-training de- 
partment in the school, where the teachers 
of the future may be trained for service, 








We are organizing a teacher-training class, 
and we have: not been able to decide upon a 
suitable hour for the class meetings. Ours is 
a country church, and the people are very 
much scattered. We have a church prayer- 
meeting for only three or four months in the 
year, and So it would not be possible to carry 
én the work in connection with that service. 
We'want.a class; but do not know how to get 
together. ,We would welcome your ‘advice. 

OU are facirig 4 real difficulty, but I have 
‘foutid’ that “many of our best traihing 
classes have met such obstacles and 

| have surmounted them. I believe you ‘can 
and will succeed. 
| Theclass could hardly meet during the week 





| unless the members live near enough together 
to form a cottage teacher-training class, You 
| will probably find that the hour preceding or 
the hour follawing the church or Sunday- 
| school service is the most available time. By 
starting from home one hour earlier, or re- 
turning from the church one hour later, the 
| class would meet with loss of very little tin ec. 
This plan is used with much success by many 
rural classes, 
Another plan would be to have the mem- 


Do thorough work from the begin- | 





bers of the class who are not teachers or 


| officers take the teacher-training course 
during the regular Sunday-school session, 
The present teachers might take up the 
studies in connection with the teachers’- 
meeting, 

If your church is on a circuit with services 
only once in two or three weeks, the mem- 
bers of the class might meet in groups of two 
or more persons each week for mutual help, 

|} and then come together for regular class- 
| work on the Sunday of the church service. 





Kindly let me know what books and other 
equipment a teacher-training class should 
have. 


of which should be owned and studied 
by every member of the class, the follow- 


A blackboard. This should be used con- 
stantly in the class-room. 

A set of good maps. An excellent series 
of small maps, 17 by 25 inches, is the Kent 


& Madsen series of Ilistorical Maps for Bible | 


Classes. The seven maps cost $5, and they 
may be ordered from any of the denomina- 
tional pwhlishing houses. 

The Bible. Most of the text-books con- 
tain frequent references to the Bible. These 
should be read at home and in class. 

A Bible dictionary. This will be found 
indispensable. You will need to refer to it 
many times, , A number-of good dictionaries 
have been published, One of the best is 
| Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, 
| $2.75). 

i You will need Looks for collateral reading 





on the different subjects of the training 
course. On the Bible Blaikie’s ‘* Manual of 
Lible History ’’ (Nelson, $1.50) is conserva- 
tive and helpful. Stalker’s ** Life of Jesus 
Christ’’ is a valuable little book (Revell, 60 
cents). Edersheim’s ‘* Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah’’ (Longmans, Green & 
Co,, $1), or some other life of Christ, would 
be desirable. 

On the pupil I would suggest the reading 
of ‘* The Pupil and the Teacher,’”’ by Luther 
A. Weigle (Lutheran Publication Society, 50 
cents, cloth; 35 cents, paper), and ‘* The 
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Unfolding Life,’’ by Mrs. Lamoreaux (West- 
minster Press, 75 cents), 

On the teacher, the books ‘* Teaching and 
Teachers,’’ by H. Clay Trumbull (Scribners, 
$1.25), and ** ‘The Making of a Teacher,’’ by 
Martin G. Brumbaugh (lhe Sunday School 
Times Co., $1), are excellent. 

On the Sunday-school, ‘* How to Conduct 
a Sunday-school,’? by Marion Lawrance 
(Revell, $1.25), is very good. 

These reference books should be in con- 
stant use, and the students should be urged 
to consult them frequently. 





{ ASK MARION LAWRANCE } 





MANITOBA.—I am president of an organized 
class of young people in the Sunday-school 
here. On our social occasions in this com- 
munity Card games are used frequently, such 
games as Pit, Panic, Bunco, Flinch, Authors, 
Flags, Lost Heir, Old Maid, ete. Some of the 
games I play myself, and some I have abso- 
lutely nothing to do with. Can you advise me 
as to what games ought to be done away with, 
aud how to go about it?—B. W. F. 

AM not familiar with all of the games to 
which you refer in your question, but 
those with which I am familiar are inno- 

cent enough to use anywhere, and some of 
them are very popular, As president of the 
class, you ought to be able, directly or indi- 
rectly, to control this matter and secure the 
elimination of any games that are objection- 
able. 

Possibly by turning the attention of your 
Entertainment Committee in another direc- 
tion, they could get away from card games 
entirely for a while, and then when you come 
back to them again you could quietly work 
through the proper committee and have only 
such games used as you approve. 

There are many books nowadays giving 
outlines of games for Sunday-school classes, 
and I suggest that you secure some of these. 
You will find plenty of material in them to 
keep you entirely away from the ‘card games, 
if you do not wish to use them. 





‘TEXAS.—I am a teacher of a class of boys in 
asuburban Sunday-school. We have as 8t- 
perintendent a young man who was until six 
years ago a Roman Catholic. He is very 
young, and while he is doing the best he can, 
he is very ignorant and narrow-minded to a 
great degree, and not wise in the selection of 
his officers and teachers, Is it best to let him 
go on in this way to the detriment of and hin- 
drance to the school? For instance, he recently 
appointed, or let a class of teen-age girls ap- 
point, as teacher of their class, one of their own 
number, a girl who is not a Christian, and who 
shows no desire to be. Are not the officers and 
teachers of any school considered an advisory 
board, and should not the superintendent con- 
fer with and be governed to some extent by 
them 2—W. A. 

OU wiil need to be very patient with 
your superintendent, Consider the 
drawbacks he has had, and render him 

all the help in your power. However, 
neither he nor any other superintendent 
should take everything into his own hands, 
and appoint all of his officers and teachers 
without consultation, The superintendent 
ought to be allowed to appoint all of the 
other officers of the school, but he ought to 
seek counsel of others in doing it. When it 
comes to the appointment of teachers, the 
~astor and the superintendent should work 

gether, calling into counsel also the de- 


|} partment superintendents, 


| 


ing equipment is needed for thorough work : | 


It is very unwise to appoint a scholar from 
a teen-age class to be the teacher of that 
class, and especially so when that scholar is 


N ADDITION to the text-book, a copy | not a Christian and has no desire to be. 


Some of the older teachers should have a 
very. plain and brotherly talk with your su- 
perintendent, and show him how he may 
add to his efficiency and that of the whole 
school by taking counsel with the other offi- 
cers and teachers. If he continues to disre- 
gard the wishes of those who are wiser than 
himself, the day of disaster is not far ahead. 
Nevertheless be patient. He may yet de- 
velop into a good superintendent, 

NEBRASKA.—Shouid teachers be expected 
to lead their scholars to Christ, or should 
this be left to the pastor ?—II1. E. B. 

HE winning of a soul to Christ should not 
be delegated by any one person to any 
other person if he can do it himself. 

Every teacher ought to look forward to win- 
ning the entire class. to a vision of Jesus 
Christ, and then to training them for service. 
This does not preclude the pastor from un- 





dertaking the same task, but it is primarily 
the teacher’s business to accomplish this in 
so far as it lies within his power. Indeed, 
the teacher has the greater opportunity. 
With the cares of the whole church upon 
him, with the multitude of obligations and 
duties continually pressing, with the organi- 
zation to look after, meetings to conduct, the 
sick to visit, and the general visitation, to 
say nothing of the funerals, weddings, mis- 
cellaneous addresses, and a thousand and 
one other things to look after, the pastor 
does not have so good an opportunity as the 
etacher. The pastor’s work is more ‘‘in 
the large.’”’ The teacher, with the small 
class gathered about him week by week, can 
know details about the pupils’ inner lives, 
their conditions and experiences, as it is 
inipossible for a pastor to know them, and 
all of these things are means by which he 
may enter into their hearts as no other per- 
son could. When it comes to the spiritual 
work of the class, the teacher occupies the 
seat of honor and privilege. 

The relationship between the teacher and 
pastor should be so close and cordial ‘that 
they will be working together, It frequent- 
ly happens that scholars are led to Christ 
under the influence of the preaching, and yet 
the teacher has had a vital part in preparing 
the mind and heart for the reception of the 
truth. Working together like this is a joy. 


‘¢ Those that sow and those that reap shalf 


rejoice together,”’ 





NEw YorkK.—Kindly.advise as to what you 
believe best in the way of newspaper adver- 
tising for the Sunday-school, Can one church 
carry it on to advantage alone? I am offered 
a ten-inch space, two columns wide, in our 
daily paper once a week for $1.50, or a five-inch 
space for $1. Will it pay, or could the money 
be spent more advantageously in some other 
way? If you know of any books containing 
suggestions in this line, please mention them.— 
A. D. S. 

EWSPAPER advertising is becoming 
more and more popular in church and 
Sunday-school work. We are in the 

best business in the world. Many people do 
not know it. Some of these people are 
reached by the newspaper that will never be 
reached in any other way.. Such advertis- 
ing shows an enterprise that commands at- 
tention. 

Much depends, however, upon what is 
advertised and how the advertisement is 
written up. A standing advertisement has 
little value, but if an advertisement is full of 
life and up-to-date, people will read it, The 
price you quote is certainly very low, and I 
do not know how you could spend the money 
to better advantage, 

There is a book recently off the press pub- 
lished by the Methodist Book Concern, edited 
by the Rev. Christian F. Reisner, that is a 
sort of encyclopedia on all kinds of church 
advertising. The book is entitled, ‘* Church 
Publicity ’’ ($1.50). It gives large attention 
to newspaper advertising. 

Anything that catches the eye will secure 
attention. In the recent ‘*Go-to-Church- 
Sunday ’”’ campaign in Chicago whole pages 
were used in the great daily papers. It was 
a novel sight to many a business man to see 
a full page, costing $850 for one issue, de- 
voted to church advertising, but that is what 
they saw. There is no better testimony to 
the value of newspaper advertising than the 
results of the ** Go-to-Church-Sunday ”’ cam- 
paignin Chicago, Other methods were used, 
of course, but the most effective method was 
the newspaper advertising, and it is safe to 
say that practically every church in Chicago 
was filled to its limit on that Sunday. Many 
had to hold overflow meetings in their Sun- 
day-school rooms and in the basement. 


Do not hesitate to use the paper. It will 
pay if you are wise in your methods. 
— — 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 27 (John 3: 14-21) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 





Selections from some fifty of the choicest of Dr. Miller’s letters on soul 
problems are being published in the Times during 1914. 


33. Let Grief Lead to Service ! 


OU are doing what is right by putting 

Y the whole matter into God’s hands, 

and leaving it there, meanwhile keep- 

ing your own heart sweet, without bitterness, 
without resentment. 

One of the sweetest paragraphs in your 
letter is what you say about your husband, 
that he was always true to the highest and 
best. This makes your sorrow very much 
easier to bear. You have the comfort of 
knowing that he was a true man, that he was 
God’s child, and that he has only passed into 
a larger life, there to live, remembering you 
and loving you just as tenderly as he did 
while he was here with you. Some day you 
will have him again. 

I remember Bickersteth’s poem. I read 
it, every word of it, when it first came out 
many years ago. I have not seen the book 
for a long time. In thinking of certain 
things in this book which you say you ean- 
not quite believe, please remember that the 
book is poetry. Then remember also that 
Bickersteth’s view of the future life is not 
one which presents the most comfort to 
Christians in thinking of those who have 
passed away. I prefer to take the Scriptural 
view, as it is set forth in the words of Christ 
himself, and also in the words of Paul. I 
am glad that your mind does not give hos- 
pitality to the doubts and fear which are 
suggested in much of our recent literature. 
No doubt there is mystery about the future. 
It is easy to raise questions and even to start 
doubts. In these days there is a school of 
professedly Christian men who are trying to 
take from us everything of the supernatural 
in our religion, including the deity of Christ 
and his resurrection. . Let me say, to you 
once for. all, my dear child, that such icono- 
clasm is utterly without ground or founda- 
tion. Let us cling to the simple teaching of 
the Holy Scripture. At the very most these 
doubts and speculations are the thoughts of 
men who set aside entirely the words of 
Christ, ignoring them. We believe in Christ 
and in his words, and this is where our hope 
and joy are. 

I think I ought to say a word to you out of 
my own experience,—that the most real per- 
son in all the world to me is Jesus Christ, and 
his friendship means everything tome. It is 
not a mere imaginary experience, Ihave no 
friend in all the world who is so actual, to 
whom I can go in such simple confidence and 
so freely. 

You ask me what you shoulddo, You say 
you cannot seem to get your feet on the foun- 
dation. All you can do is to creep into the 
arms of Christ and rest yourself in his eternal 
love. You cannot understand things, you can- 
not find out things that you would like to find 
out about the future. You will have to go on 
for a little while in the mists, as far as the fu- 
ture world is concerned. But if you trust im- 
plicitly, confidingly, unquestioningly, then 
Christ will help you in your life. 

Let me suggest to you that you do notallow 
your mind to run quite so much in the tracks 
which it has been making for itself during the 
last year. Iam not trying to make you think 
less of him who has gone, but 1 am sure that 
if he couid speak to you to-day he would bid 
you to have no anxiety or fear about him, but 
to devote your life to unfailing service for 
Christ. Do not doubt the teaching of immor- 
tality, I must not enter into any discussion 
of this question with you now, but I want to 
help you to cling to the truth, and I assure 
you nothing could be surer, Christ’s own 
words are enough, ‘Ie that liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.”’ 

Three years ago last May a good woman 
in Philadelphia lost her husband by death. 
Iie died away from home,—suddenly in a 
hotel where he was stopping. They had 
been married about three years. She was 
almost like a baby in her clinging to him 
and her dependence upon him. I did not 
know her then, but after her husband’s 
funeral she came to me to find comfort. I 
took her into my heart as a little child, and 
tried to do what I could to help her into the 
light. She was not a Christian, and did not 
know anything about Christ. I taught her 
the story of Christ’s love as simply as I could, 





and led her to devote herself to him as her 
Saviour and her Friend. Then I tried to 
lead her into such activity as I knew would 
be the best course for her. She united with 
the church in a few weeks, and in the Sep- 
tember following took a class of little girls in 
our Sunday-school, and gave herself up with 
the sweetest devotion to teaching and help- 
ing them. I also gave her some women to 
visit, women who needed just the help that 
her sweet young life could take to them, 
One of them was an old woman, poor and 
lonely. The others were women with needs 
and sorrows of different kinds who would be 
helped by her sympathy and by her love. She 
visited these women from time to time, and 
devoted herself to her church life, 

To-day, after three years of such experi- 
ence, she is one of the dearest, most beauti- 
ful, and most helpful women I know. Her 
grief, instead of spending itself in tears and 
questions, was turned into paths of service, 
and in helping others she found the help that 
she herself needed. Let me suggest to you 
that you will find in the care of your children 
and in your other duties which come to you 
in your home, and in whatever else you may 
be able to do for Christ and for his needy 
ones,—in these ways you will find the com- 
fort you seek, 

Find new paths now, paths out of the 
valleys, away from the shadows, paths that lie 
in the sunlight. Think of your babies and 
live for them. Do not forget for a moment 
that the reason God left you behind when he 
called your husband away was that you had 
a work yet to do, because you could not be 
spared from this earth. Do not disappoint 
the Master by failing to do in any sense what 
he wants you to do. 

Please let me know when the article you 
have written comes out, and in what maga- 
zine, that I may see it. Write me when you 
can, and know always that you are much in 
my thought and prayer. Nothing that you 
will ever let me do for you will be a burden. 
It will always be a pleasure. I want you to 
trust me absolutely. I want to be your 
friend, and I want to be in my own little 
mteasure what Christ would be if he were 
here, what he is to you now, though unseen, 
and what he wants to do for you. 





Food Facts 
What An M. D. Learned 


A prominert Georgia physician went 
through a food experience which he 
makes public. 

‘*It was my own experience that first 
led me to advocate Grape-Nuts food and 
I also know, from having prescribed it 
to convalescents and other weak pa- 
tients, that the food is a wonderful re- 
builder and restorer of nerve and brain 
tissue, as well as muscle. It improves 
the digestion and sick patients gain very 
rapidly, just as I did in strength and 
weight. 

‘‘T was in such alow state that I had 
to give up my work entirely, and went 
to the mountains of this state, but two 
months there did not improve me; in 
fact, I was not quite as well as when I 
left home. 

‘*My food did not sustain me and it 
became plain that I must change. Then 
I began to use Grape-Nuts food and in 
two weeks I could walk a mile without 
fatigue, and in five weeks returned to 
my home and practice, taking up hard 
work again. Since that time I have felt 
= well and strong as I ever did in my 
ife. 

‘* As a physician who seeks to help all 
sufferers, I consider it a duty to make 
these facts public.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Trial 10 days of Grape-Nuts, when 
regular food does not seem to sustain 
the body, works wonders. ‘‘There’s a 
Reason.” 

Lookin pkgs. for the famous little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





| Children at Home 


The Lemonade Stand 
By Alice Annette Larkin 


es OW’S business to-day ?’’ Uncle Jack 
asked, as he stopped in front of the 
lemonade stand under the big maple 
tree on the Blake lawn. 

‘Not a bit good,” replied Bobby, with 
a hasty glance at the row of clean glasses. 
‘* Not one single person has wanted to buy 
lemonade this morning.”’ 

‘* Guess we won’t earn money enough to 
go camping with the Boy Scouts, if we stay 
here till Thanksgiving,’’ added Billy with a 
sigh. But don’t you want to try our lemon- 
ade, Uncle Jack? It’s good, and there’s a 
cooky to go with every glass,’’ 

** Of course I'll try it,’? was Uncle Jack’s 
hearty reply. ‘* And don’t you boys get dis- 
couraged yet, for somebody’ll be sure to stop 
here before noon, Thisis first rate stuff, and 
the cookies are all right. Here’sanickel]—’’ 
But Uncle Jack didn’t finish, for Bobby was 
saying gravely, ‘‘ No, Uncle Jack, we don’t 
want any pay. Business is business, you 
know, and we’re to furnish yon with all the 
lemonade you want and run all your errands 
for you in return for the lemons and sugar 
that come from your store, ‘lhat’s our bar- 
gain,”’ 

*¢ All right then,’’ Uncle Jack said as he 
turned to leave. There’ll be some errands 
to do to-night, Good luck to you both, and 
1 reckon you’ll need some more Jemons be- 
fore to-morrow,”’ 

It was very cool and comfortable there 
under the big maple tree on the front lawn, 
Tony, the scissors-grinder, thought so as he | 
came slowly down the street. And he wished 
that he might put down his machine and the 
little bundle of old umbrellas and rest a while. 
But he couldn’t afford to buy cookies and 
lemonade to-day, for his father was sick, and 
there were little brothers and-sisters at home 
who needed shoes and. stockings, to say 
nothing of bread. So he only looked long- 





ingly across the street as he stopped to rest [ 


aminute. Some boys seemed to have every- 
thing while he had very little except brothers 
and sisters. 

‘*There’s the scissors-grinder’s boy,’’ 
whispered Billy to Bobby. ‘* And my, but 
doesn’t he look tired and warm !”? 

‘* Why can’t he buy some lemonade then? ”’ 
asked Bobby in.a low tone. ‘* Guess his 
father must be sick, or else he wouldn’t be 
around alone with. that heavy machine. 


Maybe he can’t afford to buy. Say, Billy, 
let’s—’’ 
**Say, Bobby, let’s treat him.’’ Billy and 


Bobby spoke almost at the same time, while 
Bobby added, ** We won’t get much money 
that way, but sometimes there are things 
better than money, mother says.’ 

So Tony ‘Tuirano, the scissors-grinder’s 
boy, soon found himself seated in the lawn 
swing while Bobby and Billy stood close by 
offering him glasses of ice-cold lemonade and 
big sugary cookies, A half-hour later he was 
trudging along the street and whistling as he 
went, And he was thinking, *¢ What a good 
world this is, after all!’’ 

Billy and Bobby watched him until he 
turned the corner, Then they washed the 
glass he had used and replenished the plate 
of cookies, 

** Look quick, Billy !’’ Bobby cried, when 
they had begun to feel completely dis- 
couraged, ‘** Who are all those folks coming 
now? Why, the road seems full of them. 
And Billy Blake, they’re every one of them 
looking this way. Just suppose they should 
come here! Wouldn’t it be great?’’ 

Bobby didn’t expect Billy to answer, for 
the big boys and little boys were soon crowd- 
ing around the lemonade stand, and all were 
demanding cookies and lemonade. 

** Whew ! ” said Billy, when the last cooky 
had been eaten, and the Jast boy had gone 
hurrying away. 

‘Just look at that pile of pennies and 
nickels and dimes,’’ said Bobby. ‘‘ Now 
we’ll have to run down to the store for more 
lemons. That was the Rixville Baseball 
Nine and all the fans, but how did they ever 
think to come this way? Why, they always go 
round the other road. You don’t suppose 








Tony told them, do you?” 

‘* Perhaps he’s brought us luck at last,’ 
Billy suggested as he looked at the row of | 
empty glasses. ‘* Anyway, I guess we can go | 
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camping after all, if business keeps up like 
this. “Then Billy began to whistle for the 
first time that day.’’ 

And the whistle grew louder and louder 
each morning during that warm summer 
week, for business was good, Not every 
one who drank the ice cold lemonade and ate 
the sugary cookies added to the pile of nickels 
and pennies, for there was Joe, the lame 
peanut man, who trundled his heavy cart up 
and down the street and tried to support his 
big family of children; he wasn’t asked to 
pay. Neither was the little old lady who 
sold buttons and needles, nor several other 
people who passed by. Still the little pile 
of money grew larger and larger, until Bobby 
and Billy felt very sure of the camping trip. 

‘*But money isn’t everything, is it?” 
asked Billy, as they counted the week’s earn- 
ings. 

‘*Sure not,’’ replied Bobby. ‘* There’s 
all the fun we had too, and the new friends 
we made, and the folks that didn’t look so 
tired after they’d tasted our lemonade. Let’s 
do it again.”’ 

“Yes, let’s,”’ agreed Billy. 


Billy 
Sunday 


A Short Biographical Sketch of 
the Rev. William Ashley 
Sunday, D.D. 

With an introduction by 
Wm. H. Roberts, D.D., LL.D, 

Price, 10 cents each, $1.00 a dozen, 
Or $8.00 a 100, prepaid 
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1336 Cherry Street, - - Philadelphia 
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These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. _ 
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( Books Worth Noting | 


Glory of the Pines (I}y William Chal- 
mers Covert, D.D.).—** It is good to be able 
to make record of religion at work efficiently 
amidst seemingly unyielding conditions,’’ So 
writes Dr, Covert, who has worked for a long 
time in the logging towns of northern Michi- 
gan, and has seen the hardness and the 
beauty of nature in that part of the world, 
and the hardness and the beauty of human 
life as well. His story is a record of religion 
at work in strange and out of the way con- 
ditions. One will find a great deal in it 
(Westminster Press, $1.25 net). 


What is the Gospel? (by J. G. Simp- 
son, D.D.) is one of the volumes of a new 
series entitled ‘*'The Layman’s Library,’’ 
and in the course of eight chapters Lr. Simp- 
son, one of the best known preachers in the 
Church of England as Canon of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, states the doctrines of Atonement 
and Redemption, It is written from a defi- 
nitely Anglican standpoint, and on subjects 
like Atonement, Justification, and ** The 
Evangelical Christ,’? the teaching rings 
splendidly true to the New Testament. In 
the concluding chapter, ‘‘Salvation in the 
Church,” readers will not be so ready to ac- 
cept the view that the primary subject of 
Justification is not the individual but the so- 
ciety. This is too modern and ‘* Germanic ’”’ 
tobe in harmony with Pauline teaching, But 
apart from this one point the book gives a 
clear, vigorous, spiritual, and satisfying treat- 
ment of the great cardinal doctrines of our 
Lord’s atoning sacrifice and its innumerable 
benefits to sinner and saint (Longmans, 
Green & Co., 90 cents net). 





Readings from the Old Testament 


(arranged by Louise Emery Tucker).—tThe | 


widespread alarm at the ignorance of the 
Bible on the part of young people (and older 
ones) is ae 2 met by the publication of 
many new volumes of Bible stories, Bible 
hand-books, and, best of all, selections from 
the Bible itself. Admirable among these 
last is Louise Emery Tucker’s book of 
** Readings from the Old Testament: Selec- 
tions from the English Bible for Reading in 
Home and School, and for Supplementary 
Work in the Class Room in Reading and 
English.’’? For these various uses the selec- 
tions are beautifully chosen and grouped,— 
Nature Studies, Pictures of Pastoral Life, of 
Court Life, The Book of Wonders, Character 
Studies, Words of Wisdom, Word Pictures 
of War and a Symposium on Peace, Festal 
Hymnsand Songs, and Devotional Passages. 
The arrangement being topical, there ts no 
attempt at a chronological sequence, and the 
name Messiah is nowhere used. But the 
section - headings are striking and illumi- 
nating, and the effect of the work is stirring. 
Many a child should be attracted to further 
study of the Bible by reading these wonder- 
ful narratives and poems, many a grown man 
or woman stricken with shame and delight, 
many a teacher of English grateful that the 
most beautiful book in the language is made 
so easily available for class use. (Sturgis & 
Walton Co., $1.25.) 


The Lord’s Return (by Jesse Forest 
Silver) gives a concise and careful treatment 
of the coming of the Lord, \ which | is said to 
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be ** Seen in History and in Scripture as Pre- 
Millennial and Imminent.”’ 
pre-millennial doctrine is first traced from 
| the earliest times down to the present day, 
| and in this part is given a large collection of 
| gleanings from early writers to prove that 
| this doctrine was held by the whole thurch 
during the first three centuries. Then comes 
an account of how it declined and yet sur- 
| vived during the dark ages, until it once 
again came into full view during the last cen- 
tury. 
but telling form the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures on Christ’s pre-millennial return, and 
here again the position maintained is sup- 
ported by alarge number of authorities. ‘The 
book is marked by extensive research, bal- 
anced judgment, and constant appeal to the 
supreme authority of Scripture. Bishop 
Ifogue, who introduces the book, rightly 
regards it as a valuable contribution to the 
literature of eschatology. Those who desire 
to know what Scripture has to say on this 
subject, and how its teachings have been and 
can be interpreted, could not do better than 
put themselves under Mr. Silver’s guidance. 
Some of the names will need correction in 
subsequent editions, Thus Horsely should 
be Horsley ; Dalmon, Dalman ; and Gilpen, | 
Gilpin (Revell, $1 net). 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





The history of 


The second division gives in a brief 


itso. ‘I allers try to think,’ he said, 
it was me in that boat when he come along. 
I make b’l’eve it was out en Streeten Pond, 
an’ I was sittin’ in the boat, fixin’ my 
lan’in’ net, when I see him on the shore, I 
think mebbe I’m that James—for that’s my 
given name, yer know, though they allers 
call me Jimmy—an’ then I hear him callin’ 
me, ‘* James, James.’’ I can hear him jest’s 
plain sometimes, when the wind’s blowin’ in 
the trees, an’ I jest ache to up an’ foller 
him. Byt says he, ‘¢1’ll make ye a fisher 
o’ men,”’ an’ he aint done it. I’m waitin’ ; 
mebbe he’ll larn me some day.’’? And 
Fishin’ Jimmy learned, as all Christians may, 


bo 


But it is not only in the sense of personal 
Christian service with a view to winning 
others to Christ that all Christians are to be 
missionaries, All are also to have a distinct 
and definite share in the work of sending the 
gospel by men and women who will devote 
their whole time to its extension to the 
whole world. This is not to be done by any 
special consecration of a few individuals who 
make the sacrifices and do the work for all 
the rest. If Carey goes down into the mine 
there must be people at home who ‘hold the 
ropes, 
| < 
| Christians are bound, all of them, to sup- 
port the missionaries who go, by their gifts, 
And the scale on which their gifts are made 
is far short of being Christian, Most Chris- 
tians give nothing, and those who do give, 
give for the most part with no sense of sacri- 














Sunday, September 27, 1914 


| How Every Christian Can Be a Mission- 
ary (Gal. 6 : 6-10; Missionary 
Meeting) 


ficial application, 
% 

And the support of prayer is equally es- 
sential and obligatory. Sending out mis- 
sionaries will not accomplish the results 
sought unless the missionaries have the 
moral and spiritual power which is requisite. 
And this is not a matter of clever wits or 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.— Missions to friends (John 1 : 40-51). 
TUES. —'Talks with strangers (John 3 : ns -15). 
WED.—Missionary letters (Luke 1 : 1-4). 
THURS.— Work at home Cpa e: 24-28). 
F RL —Gixing.to missions 4:10 20). 
Sat, Praying, for, missions (Eph. 6 : 18- 
24). 





| linguistic ability or skill in argument. It is 
a matter of supernatural assistance which 

| depends upon prayers. 

| 


Missionaries need also the support of in- 
telligent and convinced advocacy at home, 
Christians should not join in or Tolerate a 
contemptuous attitude toward missions. Our 








What is a Missionary ? 


Our duty to testify and help. 


HE Lord called, and calls still, all his 
disciples to be fishers of men. And a 
real missionary is simply that. If any 

of us want to know what a fisher of men is, 
we should read Dr. Trumbull’s * Individual 
Work for Individuals,’? and the beautiful 
story by Dr, Trumbull’s sister, Mrs, Slosson, 
entitled ‘ Fi-hin’ Jimmy. 


‘* But one thing troubled Fishin’ Jimmy. 
He wanted to be a ‘fisher of men.’ That 
was what the great Teacher had promised 
he could make the fishermen who left their 
boats to follow him, What strange, literal 
meaning he attached to the term we could 
not tell. In vain we—especially the boys 
whose young hearts had gone out in warm 
affection to the old man—tried to show him 
that he was, by his efforts to do good and 
make others better and happier, fulfilling the 
Lord’s direction. He could not understand 





W hat expetience have we to bring to others ? 


Lord was the first Christian missionary, and 
the work of the missionaries of to-day, who 
are more like him than any other people on 
the earth, is the most blessed, righteous, and 
glorious work there is. 


To be a Christian is to follow Christ, and 
Christ will not lead any followers away from 
missions, 


To say that all Christians are missionaries 
is the same thing as saying that all Chris- 
tians are Christians. The former must be 
true if the latter is. 


‘* Which is needed more, men or money? ”’ 
people ask, Neither and both. When God 
asks all we can’t stop to barter and trade. 

‘“*T am debtor. I am ready to pay.’ 
Paul’s attitude is the missionary attitude. 
is Christianity honest. 


‘that | 





(Lesson for Sept. 27) 
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Remove 7 Cause 
INDIGESTION 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 
relieves impaired digestion ac- 
companied by nausea, insom- 
nia, sick headache or acid 


stomach, Half a teaspoonful 
in half a glass of water brings _ 
quick relief. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 











The Battle of Armageddon 


IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF 
THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 
JAMES M. GRAY 
will answer a question stirring many minds as to 
wuether the European War is the battle ot Arma- 
geddon spoken of in Revelation. Also what rela- 
tion, if any, it bears to the end of the age and the 
Second Coming of Christ. Special copies of the 
October issue will be sent to any address at ro 
cts.each. Three months subscription for 25 cts. 
The Christian Workers Magazine 
150 Institute Place. - + + Chicago, Hl, 











HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of-praise, of the spiritual awaken- 

ing and developing -life, and of service to others, 

386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, 30cents. Send for a sample copy. 

The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


‘ Home: MAKING, THE, ee. 


ange my Son yen A 














tes & 100-pp. il- 
Home study 
‘or home- “making, teach- 

positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL oF 

St., Cmicaco, Iie. 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods, 
Grade Only. Established as, 
Main Office & Works ®'s-"xcsau 'Srccs. 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


Home icouceae 























It 7 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 

















| ENDEVEDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Does_ your Church use this 
5 cleanly aiheat Send for 





Outfits on trial. 
CO. Bos S_ Lima, 





When answering advertisements, please 





GORDON: 


welcome. 





Interdenominational. 


SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF PRAYER AND OF 
METHODS. 
= bigh grade, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 
h the most earnest religious s) 


Address Dean “Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass. 


Men and women who desire to unite studies 


irit, are cordially and freely 








FREE SUPPLIES} 


Wanted—I50,000 Sunday Schools 


To use free scientific temperance supplies for National Prohibition Program on World’s 
or whatever Sunday you choose to observe. 


Tempera:ce Sunday, NOVEMBER 8, 1914 
Most schools will observe November 1, or a still earlier date. 


Free Supplies Furnished to Each Sunday School 








oi 














Picture 18x22 to be Given to Each Sunday Schoo! 





By the Anti-Saloon League, through its Total Abstinence Department—the Lincoln-Lee Legion 














LL ONL Nl el al al Pll ll dl ll all lalallala 
The Free Supplies are as Follows: mien! aabbees a ae dan on aries 
1. Program Book, containing 32 pages of readings, recitations and special exercises. . sith ll ‘ one aie ¢ iat ~a 
his book contains 62 items—sufficient for ape programs ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
New Song Supplement-—-16 pages, with responsive National Prohibition Service ) 
I ‘aba soe Ha Pledge Cards, containing the oie used by Lincoln at the South Fork Lincoln-Lee Legion Dept. 
schoolhouse. ‘They are printed in Colors on heavy cardboard stock ) Westerville, Ohio 
4. Lincoln-Lee Wail Roll, 16x28 inches, with space for 250 names of pledge signers Please send me full details regarding vour plan to supply FREE literature to the Sunday Schools of the United States f 
5. One large picture of Lincoln and Lee. 18% x25% «4 World's ‘Temperance Sunday, November 8, 1914. 
6. Attractive temperance leaflets or miniature charts for each pup the same to be ¢ 
taken home by children , 
7. One large temperance chart eet Adivecs ov RD: Se ete e 
A Wonderful Opportunity for Temperance Education Ce ee ae ee ere ee 
We must hear from every interested Sunday Schoo! at once in order te carry Cut this program 
lhere are 150,000 Sunday Schools in the United States. We must reach every one possible Pos t Offi t. 6 ok 6 we Ne ee ee Ss Se Ee 
with this literature in time foc them to prepare a temperance program for “ orid' s dentperance 
Sunday. Millions of pieces of literature must be printed. [tis necessary, therefore, tt atwe A'l 
ONCE get in touch with every School that will make use of this FRI iterature on that day : uw ae a ee a oe a a a oe OT. «ice he Ke OS HO Sunday S 2 








